MOVING? Clip this box (with label) and send with your new address 
to: Southern Cross, Subscription Services Dept., P.O. Box 81869, 
San Diego, CA 92138 (Allow 3 to 4 weeks for change) 


35¢ 


"Vol. 74, No. 46 


Briefs 


Official 


C 
FREE TEXTBOOKS — Because Bishop Leo T. Maher a 
Catholic schools often rely on the public 
schools for free textbooks, their students are _ Friday, Dec. 20, 2 p.m., Cathedral Plaza, i 4 
exposed to “‘the same anti-religious material’’. blessing of Christmas tree. ; 
as public school students, said a professor who Sunday, Dec. 22, 6 p.m., bishop s c 
studied the treatment of religion in many residence, chaplains’ annual Christmas 1 
widely used textbooks. Paul Vitz, a member of dinner. E 
the psychology faculty at New York Tuesday, Dec. 24, = psmss The - \ @ D 
University, concluded in his study of public Immaculata, Mass for Vietnamese Catholic 7 # , 
school textbooks that the role of religion in community. as ] 
history and contemporary society usually gets Tuesday, Dec. 24, midnight, St. Joseph 
minimal or no mention. Three of Vitz’s Cathedral, Midnight Mass. ; 
children attend a parochial school in Sunday, Dec. 29, noon, St. Mary parish, Cc 
Manhattan, and he found the textbooks there National City, Mass and groundbreaking for I 
were the same as those used in public schools. new parish center. 
For the sake of getting free textbooks, he said, | 
Catholic schools have let themselves be ‘‘co- Father Peter M. Escalante ! I 
opted”’ and are using ‘‘the same anti-religious secretary ( 
material’ as the public schools. I 
a ; : I 
BISHOP DOZIER DIES — Bishop | OFFERING SANCTUARY — Masked and garbed in black cloth, Central American  A¥Xiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez : 
Carroll T. Dozier, an early critic of the Viet- refugees hold up signs during a Mass at Our Lady of Angels Church in Los Angeles. The city’s ; ; ; : 
nam War who also bate wal Gaal headlines ides church, ithe large Hispanic population, publicly offered sanctuary to the refugees. (NC- Friday, Dec. 20, 6 p.m., Confederacion ba * 
for administering general absolution, backin UPI photo) Guadalupana meeting, Chula Vista. 
ae 8 8 : : ng P Saturday, Dec. 21, 11 a.m., Hispanic Com- 
civil rights and women’s rights, and opposing po Vos , = ? S h 
capital punishment and the arms race, died in mission Christmas celebration, St. Josep c ( 
Memphis, Tenn., Dec. 7. The retired rights leader the Rev. Martin Luther King, place the stolen collection. Two gunmen had _—_ Cathedral. Ee : | 
Memphis bishop, 74, had suffered a massive _Jr., Jan. 20. In a joint statement Msgr. Daniel _ escaped with $7,000, donated. in the collection eee Dec. “21, 2 Ph ass,~ ot. { E 
Stroke two days earlier. ‘‘Bishop Dozier wasa_  F. Hoye, general secretary of the U.S. plate, the poor box, and for votive candles, | Michael Church, P ee aa a ; F 
j prophet ofthe peaceof Catholic Conference, the Rev. Arie Brouwer, after handcuffing four ushers and forcing two Saturday, Dec. 21, 4:30 p-m., Christmas c 
Jesus Christ,”’ said his general secretary of the National Council of. maintenance men at gunpoint to lie on a ‘Message, Channel 12, Tijuana, B.C. = | 
successor in Mem- Churches, and Rabbi Henry Michelman, basement floor in the parish house, according Sunday, Dec. 22, Mass of thanksgiving, | 
phis, Bishop J. executive vice .president of the Synagogue to New York police. No injuries were reported Immaculate Conception Church, Colton. 
Francis Stafford. He | Council of America, recommended ‘“‘prayer in the robbery. Nathan said he donated the Friday, Dec. 27, Mass, Our Lady of Mount ( 
called the deceased services in churches and synagogues and inter- — money because he was angry about the theft, Carmel Convent, San Ysidro. 
bishop a champion of __ faith memorial convocations so that we can __ which he called “absolutely terrible.’’ 
“‘the poor, the elderly, reflect together on the values Dr. King lived by : 
the handicapped,’’ and died for.’ Dr. King, a Baptist clergyman Clergy assignments ( 
whose ‘‘every bold who spearheaded the national civil rights BLUE FOR ADVENT — Some liturgists | 
step’’ drew from ‘‘his movement in the 1960s, was assassinated April surveyed by the Chicago Catholic, arch- Father James Moffo, O. Praem., from 
ke deep faith and his love 4, 1968, at the age of 39. diocesan newspaper, say purple is passe and associate pastor at St. John of the Cross, 
Bishop Dozier of all people.” blue would be the best hue for Advent. Others, | Lemon Grove, to associate pastor at Our Lady 
CHARITABLE DONATION — When 


HONORING KING Catholic, 
Protestant, and Jewish leaders urged 
celebrations and reflections to mark the first 
federal legal holiday honoring the late civil 


he heard that robbers took $7,000 from St. 
Patrick Cathedral in New York City, Israeli 
philanthropist and self-described ‘‘peace 
crusader’’ Abie Nathan gave a check to re- 


U.S. Postal Service 


including an official of the U.S. bishops’ 
liturgy office, say that any change would 
violate liturgical rules. Liturgists interviewed 
by the newspaper said blue was used in the 
early Church and has theological significance. 
Purple is a penitential color that should be 
reserved for Lent, while blue better symbolizes 


of Grace parish, El Cajon. 

Father Paul Palmitessa from associate 
pastor at St. Didacus Church to associate pas- 
tor of St. John of the Cross, Lemon Grove. 

Father John P. Reilly from associate pastor 
of Sacred Heart parish in Ocean Beach to 
associate pastor at St. Didacus Church. 


the expectation of Advent, they said. Father Raymond Jacobowski from associate 
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.| . Our Lady of Guadalupe honored 
with Mass, festivities in Valley 


SmaI 


* 


IMPERIAL VALLEY — The feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe was celebrated here with joyous festivities and 
an awareness of the needs of those less fortunate. 


Cardinal Guiseppe Caprio, president of the prefecture 


for economic affairs of the Holy See, was the principal 


celebrant for the second annual bilingual celebration Dec. 
11 at the Casa de Manana building. Concelebrants were 
Bishops Leo Maher of the San Diego diocese and Ulises 
Macias Salcedo of the Mexicali diocese, and pastors from 
parishes in the Valley. 


THE FESTIVITIES in the Valley followed a 
celebration of the feast Dec. 10 at the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe in Mexicali. 


During their visit to the Valley, Cardinal Caprio and 
Bishop Maher blessed the new facility, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Shelter for Men, in Calexico. The shelter 
houses up to 30 men and is intended for transient men, 
most of whom are passing through the city or who live in 
‘the hole,’’ a kind of shanty town near the border fence 
along New River. It is operated by the diocesan Catholic 
Community Services. 


Msgr. Rudolph Galindo, pastor of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in Calexico, estimated that about 1,000 
people, representing the 14 parishes of the Valley, were 


present for the Mass and festivities. Included in the . 


celebration was a special blessing of about 500 children. 


PAPAL HONORS were bestowed on_ seven 
parishioners for their outstanding contributions to the 
Church. Those honored were: Mr. and Mrs. Ray 
Bracamonte of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Calexico, Mr. 


Cardinal Caprio blesses one of the children during 
the bilingual celebration of the feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe (top right). Members of the 
Guadalupana Society in Calexico met with 
Cadrinal Caprio and Bishop Maher (bottom right). 
Youth from the Posasa del Sol class in El Centro 
(bottom left) display their banner during the 
celebration. (Photos by Lupe Rodriguez and Paul 
Lopez) 


and Mrs. Edward Jungers and Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
O’Neil from St. Mary in El Centro, and Elidia Alarcon 
from Our Lady of Guadalupe in El Centro. The men 
were dubbed Knights of St. Gregory and the women were 
given the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice medal. 


Cardinal Caprio also made a visit to Vincent Memorial 
High School in Calexico. 


Information and photos courtesy of Imperial Valley Press. 


Briefs: Third age university, banquets scheduled 


ALCALA PARK — Penguins, baseball, terrorism, 
and health fraud are among lectures to be offered, 
beginning Jan. 6, through the University of San Diego’s 
University of the Third Age, a physical activity and 
seminar series offered twice annually for those 55 and 
older. 

The classes are taught for free by USD faculty and 
community experts. Other topics scheduled for the three- 
week winter session include: 

© The Grieving Process: Things to Look For; 

© Durable Power of Attorney: Who Makes Decisions 
for Your Health When You Can’t; 

e@ The Seven Stages of Jazz. 

The senior citizens ‘‘university,’’ in its eighth year, 
offers a physical exercise program daily, from Jan. 7 
through Jan. 23. All classes are held at the Manchester 
Executive Conference Center. The cost is $5. 

Applicants must be able to transport themselves to 
campus and be in reasonably good health. For more 
information, call USD Continuing Education at 
260-4585. 


’ 


OCEANSIDE — Stella Maris No. 183, Young Ladies 
Institute, has a Santa Suit for rent to private parties and 
organizations. For more information, call 439-7484. 


SAN DIEGO — A 12-passenger van was presented to 
the St. Vincent de Paul Center by University 
Ford/Chrysler recently. The van was presented to Father 
Joseph Carroll, center director, and Kevin Crow of the 
Sockers as part of Kevin’s ‘‘Defend the Kids’’ program. 
It will be used at the St. Vincent de Paul Shelter and 
Hartson House street kids shelter to provide 
transportation to the children for school, trips to the park 
and beach, and to events. 

Bob Baker and Bill Carey of University Ford heard of 
the center’s need for the van and decided to suprise 
Father Carroll with a Christmas gift for the homeless 
children. 

The ‘‘Defend the Kids’’ program raises funds for 
Hartson House, a residential center for teenage girls who 
were living on the streets. 


SAN DIEGO — Since the response of other churches 
and organizations on Thanksgiving led to an overflow of 
dinners for San Diego’s needy and the same is predicted 
for Christmas, St: Vincent’s and the San Diego Catholic 
Worker (SDCW) have changed their meal programs. 

A dinner will be served Christmas Eve from 5 to 7 p.m. 
at the Catholic Worker’s St. Didacus Kitchen on 16th 
Street. A Christmas breakfast will also be served Dec. 25 
from 7:30 to 9 a.m. at the SDCW kitchen. Over 600 are 
expected for each meal: Christmas gifts and toys will be 
given to all guests. 

Volunteers to help serve the meal and donations of 
foodstuffs are needed. For more information call St. 
Vincent’s at 233-8797 or SDCW at 232-2233. 


NATIONAL CITY — St. Mary Church in National 
City will hold a Misa de Gallo (Simbang Gabi or Misa de 
Aguinaldo) — a thanksgiving novena of Masses — from 
Dec. 15 to 23 at 8 p.m. The Filipino tradition is geared 
towards giving thanks to the Lord for the blessings of the 
past year and a spiritual preparation for Christmas. 


SE SS ES 


SAN DIEGO — The San Diego chapter of the Fellow- 
ship of Christian Athletes will host its seventh annual 
‘Teams and Coaches Banquet’’ Jan. 3 at the Scottish 
Rite Center. Dr. Anthony Campolo, an author, business 
consultant, and professor of sociology at Eastern College, 
will be the keynote speaker. 

Area coaches will be honored at the banquet, and the 
agenda includes musical entertainment and an 
autograph/photograph session with the professional 
athletes and celebrities present. 

The Fellowship of Christian Athletes is a national, non- 
profit organization that presents Jesus Christ to young 
people, their families, and friends through sports. 

For banquet ticket information, call 287-6212. 


RANCHO PENASQUITOS — Gifts will be collected 
for the diocese’s Unwed Mothers Program at Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day Masses at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel parish. Among suggested gift items are baby 
clothes, diapers, receiving blankets, and new or used baby 
furniture. 

Mass times will be 4:30 and 7:30 p.m. and midnight, 
Christmas Eve; 7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 a.m., Christmas 
Day. For more information, call 484-1070. 


LOS ANGELES — The National Kidney Foundation 
of Southern California asks Southland residents to sign an 
organ donor card for one of their New Year’s resolutions. 
Although nearly 7,000 Americans received kidney 
transplants last year, an additional 8,500 were kept 
waiting because of a lack of suitable organs. 

For more information on organ donation or on how to 
obtain an organ donor card, contact the National Kidney 
Foundation of Southern California, 6820 La Tijera, Suite 
111, Los Angeles, CA 90045; or call (213) 641-8152. 


SAN DIEGO — Nearly $26,000 was raised for the San 
Diego Catholic Worker (SDCW) Dec. i1 through a 
‘‘Steve Garvey/Tommy Lasorda Roast’’ at All Hallows 
parish in La Jolla. The event was sponsored by the St. 
Vincent de Paul Center to raise funds needed to remodel 
the Catholic Worker kitchen. SDCW rents its kitchen 
facilities from St. Vincent’s. 


About $10,000 was raised by ticket sales. Close to 250 
attended the event. A $16,000 check on a baseball was 


_presented to Padre pitcher Dave Dravecky by the 


Equitable Life Leasing Co. 


Dravecky will work with Padre pitcher Mark Thurman 
on a new fundraising campaign for SDCW and St. 
Vincent de Paul called ‘‘Pitch in for the Hungry.’’ The 
campaign will seek pledges from individuals to feed the 
hungry for a day, week, or month, said Dean Wagner of 
the St. Vincent de Paul Center. Seven dollars will provide 
one week of meals, $14 two weeks, and $28 a full month 
of meals, he explained. A contribution of $1,500 will 
provide about 1,500 meals, a full day’s meals. 


Cox Cable was the first corporate sponsor of a full day’s 
meals, Wagner said. ; 
For more information, call 233-8797. 


December 19, 1985, Southern Cross — 3 


Viewpoint 


By Father Louis 
Copestake 


Away in a manger eo, 


Sometime in the years before my First Communion, I learned 
that the Christmas crib was a very special place. It had been told 
to me that if I had a prayer request, I should kneel at the crib and 
make my petition known. Then I was to take a piece of straw, 
which was to be placed in my prayerbook, as a reminder to keep 
on praying for that special intention. 


So it was that on Christmas of 1951 I began praying for a little 
brother. As an only child six-years-old, I thought that a brother 
would be the best thing in the world to have. Ten months later 
my little brother was born. Who says God doesn’t answer 
prayers? 

Over the years I have remained convinced that the Christmas 
crib is the best symbol for the birth of Our Lord. Maybe it is 
because of my rather spectacular success in prayer via the crib or 
maybe it is because of the warmth and closeness of the figures 
portrayed. Whatever the reason, Christmas without the creche is 
unthinkable. 


We have Saint Francis of Assisi to thank for launching the crib 
devotion around the year 1223. Promoted by Franciscans and 
other religious, the custom spread widely among the churches on 
the European continent. The home crib became popular after 
1600, owing once again, to the efforts of the Franciscans. 


The creche incorporates several themes that were central to the 
thought of Saint Francis. He reacted against a spirituality that 
over-emphasized the majesty and transcendence of God and 
made Him distant. Francis thought of God as close, imminent, 
and evident in creation. Francis also reacted against a spirituality 
that emphasized the divinity of Christ to the point that the Lord 
was almost inaccessible. He brought Christ back down to earth 
and placed Him in the manger. 


Look at the manger scene carefully. It makes some strong 
statements that are perennially relevant. It says that the value of 
life does not consist in having possessions and power. It 
emphasizes that the worth of a person does not depend on how 
much he or she owns. 


Many today think that pleasure is the purpose of living and 
whatever brings pleasure is good. The creche scene challenges 
that and speaks instead about duty and perseverance in the face 
of hardship. The creche scene also challenges the notion that 
getting ahead is crucial. Competition is not the stuff of which real 
life is made. Success is not imperative. 


The scene in the stable also reminds us of some facts about 
God. The kingdom of God depends on what God does for us, not 
what we do for Him. It is not the wise or powerful or religiously 
articulate who necessarily usher in the kingdom. The Spirit blows 
where it will, and sometimes it is the shepherds and carpenters 
who are called to share in God’s amazing plan. 


To the eyes of a child, the nativity scene is a wonderful vision. 
It should be no less of a wonder to adults as well, but for different 
and more profound reasons. 


Francis was right: the Christmas crib expresses so many of the 
reasons we Christians have for joy and hope. 
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Letters... 


, 


Pro-life cause 


At least a few of the pro-lifers could help 
some of the older folk being evicted from 
the Park Hotel in San Diego. Maybe they 
could picket or camp on the parking lot of 
the blood-supply firm owners, or write 
letters. 


Will they recite the beads for the next 
70 years while the unborn embryos they 
save struggle through injustices and 
nuclear scares — then face eviction for 
themselves and  superannuated 
“embryos’’? 

Jesus’ injunction is not ‘‘Turn your 
face away’’ but ‘‘Bear one another’s 
burdens’? — and NOW. 


Ray Bernars 
Niland 


Threat to civilization 


I wish to comment on the recently 
published Associated Press article that 
dealt with the question of ‘‘viability of 
fetuses,’’ which was introduced as 
evidence during two Kings County 
murder trials. 


Did not our Supreme Court judges 
sanction abortion in 1973 and thereby 
remove all legal barriers against killing 
the preborn regardless of viability? That 
action by our Supreme Court created a 
situation that grievously threatens our 
civilization. 

At this time, we question how the 
courts can overlook the fact of the ruthless 
destruction of 18-million fetuses and 
presently proceed to pin additional 
murder charges on individuals who, in 
murdering pregnant women have 
inadvertently terminated: the lives of 
preborn children. 


Michael Lawrence 
San Diego 


Far from Siberia 


Thank you for a very good spread and 
coverage! on our 50th anniversary. It 
certainly helps awaken parish spirit. Here 
in the back country we often feel as 
though we live in another country and no- 
one cares about our problems. After this, 
we at least are assured that we are not in 
Siberia! 


Beryl E. Newman 
Descanso 


One-item agenda 


Mr. Ford’s description in his letter 
(12/5) is a bit benign when compared with 
reports to police. The National Catholic 
Reporter, even the San Diego Union 
picked up on the point of the Nov. 3 press 
conference to protest the bishop’s 
silencing of a woman theologian without 
due process, but not our pro-lifers. That 
one-item agenda is a great blind spot. 


For the sake of a one-issue campaign, 
pro-lifers would sacrifice a primary value 
of Christian community — intolerance 
and alienating anyone suspected of being 
outside their view. This sort of misguided 
zeal fueled inquisitions. The exaggerated 
reactions toward those outside their 
narrow-issue orientation might be a 
symptom of discontent and unrest over 
what they perceive has been ‘‘done to the 
Church,’’ and their security therein, 
since Vatican II. A great need exists for 
pastoral care and education. 


However, violence as a tool for cause is 
wrong. It is used by those who feel thy 
actually have no other power of self- 
determination. We see that globally, but 
it always starts in the individual. The 
Right and the Left keep enough of us in 
the center (orthodox!) to persevere and to 
hand on to the next generation a Church 
that is whole and alive in the Spirit, 
nourishing her children — the Body of 
Christ — into the everlasting joy of the 
Holy One. Some of that nourishment is 
readily available in the Scriptures and 
documents of Vatican II. One cannot 
read these and choose violence. 


D.M. Palm 
San Diego 


Bishop Maher’s Christmas message 


Christmas is the time to remember God’s unselfish love for His 
people. The powerful words of the first chapter of St. John’s 
Gospel are like waves thundering against our consciousness: 
“‘The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us and 
we have seen His glory, the glory of an only Son coming from the 
Father, filled with enduring love’’ (John 1649): 


Christmas is a time to draw closer to God and to each other — 
a time to communicate with God and to create the time and space 
to speak with each other in the joy of this holy season. It is a time 
to celebrate the promise of God fulfilled, 


The messianic prophets constantly reminded us that we must 
be attentive to the needs of the. poor. I have always been 
impressed with your generosity to the poor, especially during the 
Christmas season. I commend you for your crusade for the rights 
of the most helpless among us: the innocent unborn who are 
being deprived of the most basic human right — the right to live. 
Our concern for the poor and the powerless cannot be seasonal. 


Christmas is about life, birth, joy — and the excitement and 
expectancy of it all. 


Christmas is about love — eternal, unselfish, self-sacrificing, 
fulfilling. 


Christmas is about traditions and customs — and respect for 
other people’s dignity, person, and beliefs. 


Christmas is about us — our yearning for peace among people 
of good will — about the lonely, the forgotten, the castaways, the 
homeless, the imprisoned, the rejected, the deprived, the 
battered and abused. 

Christmas is about the best in us — the human spirit, courage, 
compassion, dreams, sensitivity, decency, delight with one 
another. 


Christmas is about God. It is about His love, God’s enduring 
love in which we have a share. 


Reflections 


Sister Evelyn 
Joseph Flynn, CSd 


And a little child shall lead them 


Is there anything more captivating than the simplicity of a little 
child? Isn’t that why the child in each of us never really outgrows 
the wonder of Christmas? Isn’t the stable and the Child of 
Bethlehem the Good News of simplicity? How difficult for a 
sophisticated, complex, hi-tech world to comprehend! 


To get in touch with that gift of simplicity takes a bit of 
reflection. Way back in 1977, when I was CCD coordinator at 
St. Patrick’s, some of the second graders in the school adopted 
me, and they would frequently drop into my office — usually 
before school and at recess. Suddenly my office became the castle 
and I was queen. The little ones became the queen’s angels, and 
we had a hot-line to heaven. 


Often we used the phone to contact God, Mary, and some of 
the saints. The conversations were diverse but direct (as 
simplicity seems to be). One day an angel picked up the phone 
and the conversation went like this: 


‘Hello, God? Oh, we’re fine; we are in the castle. Is your 
mother there? Oh, she is?’’ 


Turning to all of us who were listening, the angel said, quite 
seriously: ‘‘Mary’s out shopping.’’ 


All murmured understandingly. 


“Well, God, will you please tell your mother that we would 
like to talk with her? Thank you. ’Bye.”’ 


Recently in reminiscing with Margaret Deacon, one of the 
angels who will be graduating from eighth grade next June, I 
heard her memories: : 


“Teresa, Virginia, Maria, Dawn, Kimberly, and I would run 
to see the queen just before the recess bell rang. She would ‘‘fix’’ 
our wings, and we would fly, arms waving, out of the castle. On 
Mondays we made lots of phone calls to God and Mary, telling 
them about the weekend. We had such great imaginations that 
we really had a good time. We will never forget the Queen and 
our great times in second grade.”’ 


Believe me, angels, the queen will never forget you and thanks 
you for letting her share in your fantasy world. I hope to see you 
at your graduation. Tell me, is the castle still there? 
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Talks with Parents 


By Dolores Curran 


I have never been a collector. Little figurines such as 
some people ‘collect do not interest me. I admire 
collections of china birds, salt/pepper shakers, and little 
teacups, but their fascination eludes me. I just can’t invest 
any emotion in china or pewter rabbits, and I see them 
essentially as objects to dust. 


But nativity sets — ah, there’s another story. I have 
always loved them. When I was a little girl living in a 
large family during the depression, we had a small creche 
set that we called The Crib. The manger was constructed 
of some sort of black papier-maché and there was.a plaster 
Mary, Joseph, Infant, cow, and donkey. 


SOMEWHERE ALONG the years we kids added 
plaster puppies, cats, and rabbits. Our parents allowed us 
to touch and play with the figures, and I used to love 
taking them out and rearranging the scene. 


When my brother served in the army in Germany, he 
sent my parents a beautiful hand-carved creche set and 
the shabby one disappeared. When my mother died and 
we disposed of her belongings, I was delighted to find it 
stored away. Nobody else wanted it, but it is one of my 
most prized sets because of memories attached. 


Since childhood I have become increasingly intrigued 
with nativity sets. At last count I have over 30. Most are 


Our Christian Way of Life 


By Enid Lanyon 


There are times when it seems to be right to bring some 
things to an end and make new beginnings. It may be 
some important happening that prompts us or something 
that is said. It may just be a feeling of timeliness we 
cannot adequately explain. Whatever the cause, there is a 
sense of completion and a kind of ‘‘clearing the decks’’ for 
something new. 


Christmas is like that. It heralds the end of a year, a 
facet of a lifetime. It holds out great promise for the 
coming time. The Christ-child reaches out His arms from 
His crib, inviting us to come to Him, inviting us to 
remember that He makes all things new and full of 
wonder. It is exciting, warming, and challenging all at the 
same time. 


WHEN I was a child I felt great intimacy with the 
Child in the manger scene prominent in our local Church. 
I knew, of course, that the figure was a doll, so to speak, 
but for me it was far more than that. The outstretched 
chubby arms issued a personal message to my young 
heart, and the eyes seemed more alive and 
communicative than their painted stare. I had no doubt 
that Jesus was there, waiting. 


Although unspoken, the impression of ‘‘otherness’’ 
was strong enough for me to be faintly surprised years 
later when, as assistant to the sacristan, I took up the 
figure of the Infant and found it hard and cold and rigid. 
Even today, it is hard to touch the inanimate figure — 


not expensive works of art; I don’t care about signatures 
of artists. 


I LOVE the diversity of cultures these sets represent. I 
have one from Germany with Mary dressed in a Bavarian 
dress with pinafore and Joseph in lederhosen, and one 
from Santa Fe in which all the humans are Native 
Americans. The three wise men offer an Indian rug, 
drum, and fry bread. Instead of the traditional cow and 
donkey, the animals: number an antelope, coyote, and 
jack rabbit. 


My husband surprised me with a creche from 
Indonesia in which the delicate Eurasian features and the 
palm tree create a totally unique set. In Mexico, I bought 
a scene with a mariachi band playing at the fiesta of Jesus’ 
birth. From Alaska, I have Eskimo parents and Infant 
with huskies as animals. 


I am fascinated that peoples all over the world have 
taken the nativity scene and applied it to their culture. 
Some are crudely fashioned, definitely not pieces of art, 
but that’s fine with me. 


I DON’T hide my nativity sets away and bring them 
out at Christmas, either. I rotate them and keep one or 
two sets out to enjoy throughout the year. They give me 
pleasure and I don’t apologize for being out of season 


whatever representation of artistic endeavor it may be, — 
without a pang of reverence. ©. 


It illustrates the power that symbols exert over us, when 
they represent something or someone we love. Be that as 
it may, as a child I felt a tenderness and warmth before 
the manger scene that affected me strongly. The 
tenderness was for the Child, rejected already in his 
stable. The warmth was for myself, a comfort that we 
would look after each other, one way or another. 


THAT ACCEPTANCE of mutual responsibility 
colored much of my attitude towards what was being 
taught in the parochial school in those’ days. ‘‘God does 
not need anyone,’’ Sister Rosario would state. 


“Oh, yes, He does,’’ I would assure myself, 
remembering those beseeching arms. ‘‘He needs me!”’ 


Theologians may throw up their hands in horror, but 
there are worse ways to perceive one’s purpose in life than 
as personally responsible for God’s well-being. 

EACH YEAR at Christmastime that solemn child with 
her great mission revives before the manger scene to ask 
herself: ‘‘What have I done for you this last year? How 
have I cared for you?”’ 


Being adult, those are no longer the words I use. I think 
of vocation and mission and commitment, but basically it 
is the same thing. Have I done what He needs me to do? 
Each year the old tenderness and warmth and comfort are 


Never enough nativity sets 


because I like to remember the joy of the nativity during 
the year. 


Collecting creches, however, creates problems. One is 
cost. ‘‘Can’t you collect something with one piece?’’? my 
husband asks patiently. It’s true. When one collects 
turtles, one buys a piece, but a nativity scene tallies any- 
where from 3 to 25 pieces. 


Space is another problem. I no longer look at large 
creches. The tinier the better. When Christmas comes, 
it’s a challenge to find enough table tops to display the 
sets. 


I’VE FOUND I am not alone in my love of nativity 
art. I can’t resist a show or museum of collections. There 
must be thousands of people like me and we’re always 
interested in seeing new sets, even if we can’t possess 
them. 

We’re always looking for more, I admit. Collecting is 
an addiction. I want an African and a Japanese set but the 
ones’ I’ve seen are too large or too expensive. 


That’s okay though. It gives me an excuse to keep 
looking, which taxes my family’s patience whenever I see 
a Christmas shop. For all their little comments, I find 
them examining my sets and rearranging the scenes 
occasionally. 


Maybe it’s catching. 


O come all you faithful 


present. 


There is, too, the feeling of completion. Good or not so 
good, what has been is past and what is to come is full of 
promise. It is a time of change. If we do not change our 
circumstances, we can change our attitudes. We can 
change the way we look ahead, or the way we look back if 
that has given us problems. We can draw closer to the 
kind of innocence and trust epitomized in the Christ-child 
and risk our hearts a little more. 


IN MAKING life easier and more joyful, it helps to 
close off the past and welcome the present and the mystery 
of the future. It helps to keep life exciting and 
provocative, to keep on growing and discovering and 
celebrating. We are never too old or too young for that. 
As long as we live, God’s arms are reaching out to us. 


I imagine every child mentally responding to the 
Christmas Child by taking that reaching hand in his or 
her own. Not actually doing so, of course, for fear 
someone might object, but doing so in their hearts, in an 
unspoken feeling of intimacy. Perhaps every child finds 
the same sense of co-responsibility before the manger. I 
hope so; God needs them to. 


This Christmas again some doors will close, some 
open. What is old may be replaced with something new. 
What is gone will be relinquished. What is to come will be 
once again full of challenge and wondrous promise. Come 
and be faithful! 


Let’s hear it for Scrooge 


By Dick Dowd 


Scrooge, that crusty, Christmas character created by an 
English newspaperman named Charles Dickens in 1843 
hasn’t always been my ideal of a true and faithful 
Christian. The more I think about it, though, the more I 
begin to see him in a whole new light. 


In the long run, he seems little different from Saint 
Augustine or Saint Paul. Yet while we praise and honor 
their remorse and repentance, we mark down poor 
Ebenezer only for what he was, not for what he became. 


WE REMEMBER the miserly Scrooge, visited by 
three ghosts who showed his past, present, and future. 
One hundred years later, we still use his name as a 
synonym for penny-pincher. We don’t seem to care that 
he repented and became a ‘‘warm, loving, and unselfish”’ 
soul as the students’ crib sheets note. 


Sure he was rotten to begin with. His ‘‘Bah, humbug”’ 
is a Classic phrase enshrined in our culture. I know he 
gave old Bob Crachet a hard time for years, but then he 
repented. He saw the error of his ways; he sought 
forgiveness and he changed. 


His gifts at Christmas won the immortal blessing of 
Tiny Tim and, I’m sure , the Christmas angel as well. 


I’M BEGINNING to believe that the smiling, 
repentant, generous Scrooge of Christmas day deserves 
our praise as much as the persecuting Paul who had to get 
knocked off his horse before he gave up stoning Christians 
and the profligate Augustine who is remembered now 


more for his saintly rather than his seamier days. 


Scrooge, though, has what today’s people-packagers 
call an ‘‘image problem.’’ Something like that has also 
happened to the whole spirit of Christmas among 
Christians. Right about now, we’re sure to hear attacks 
on the ‘‘commercialization’’ of Christmas and many 
pleas to return to the more simple way of days gone by. 
Once the alternative Christmas movement starts coming 
out with an Alternative Christmas Catalog, | find it hard 
to tell the saints from the sinners. 


I’m not so sure that a certain amount of 
commercializing isn’t beneficial all along the line. Take 
the paper you’re reading right now. Are there some 
““Christmas ads’’ therein? Doesn’t somebody benefit 
from those? You get an opportunity to see new things and 
the publisher gets the opportunity to see new money. 


TAKE THE time-honored Christmas bonus. I always 
feel certain that a good portion of that ends up in the 
Christmas collection every year. It easily trebles the usual 
Sunday offering in my parish, which faithfully reports 
income and outgo for all to see. 

There is a long-standing Italian custom (carried on also 
in the Vatican, I’m told) of giving 13 months pay a year 
as a regular thing — the extra month is considered a 
Christmas bonus. 

Economists look for the last three months of the year to 
boost the general economy, help reduce the deficit, bring 
in more taxes, generate a healthy cash flow, and put many 


more people to work to handle the ‘‘Christmas rush’? — 
all the noble kind of goals mentioned in the bishops’ 
pastoral on the economy. 


CHRISTMAS CELEBRATES Christ’s gift of 
Himself to the world. — the whole world — not just 
Catholics and not just folks who make simple, artistic gifts 
with their hands. He came for the manufacturers and 
merchants, too, didn’t he? 


I admit that a gift of love, such as my five-year-old 
Meaghan’s ‘‘I love you, dad,’’ which I found on my 
brown lunch bag today, is precious, holy, and ‘‘of the 
spirit.’? Then again, the $100 that my oldest daughter 
Joanne paid on her college tuition out of her hours of 
standing at the burger counter, and the new shower 
curtain that Marylouise brought home and hung for the 
holidays, and the new refrigerator that my wife Beatrice 
and her brother Hastings gave to their parents many 
years ago are ‘‘of the spirit,’’ too, despite being paid for 
with cold, hard cash. 


I say the spirit is the thing, and if you want to send your 
favorite columnist a new Rolls, and you can afford to do 
it, go to it. I won’t fight one little bit. I certainly won’t 
‘‘Bah, humbug’’ you for commercializing Christmas. 
Like Scrooge, I’ve seen the error of my ways and 
reformed. 


Dick Dowd is editor of CRUX of the News, which is 
published in Albany, N.Y. He writes a ‘‘Behind the Headlines’”’ 
column, which we will-run as a regular feature beginning in 


January. 
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72-year-old woman abuelita (little grandmother). 


POOR NEIGHBORHOOD — Jennie Murphy, a St. Rose of Lima parishioner, has 
taken food and other necessities to people living in the hills of Tijuana for many 
years. Residents of Colonia Petregal, one of the neighborhoods in the hills, call the 
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burned recently on I-805. 


MURPHY BENEFIT — Jennie Murphy(right), Msgr. Charles P. Young, pastor of St. 
Rose of Lima, and Wilma Browne await the start of a posada during a Dec. 14 benefit 
at the Chula Vista parish hall to raise funds for a new van for Murphy. Murphy’s van 
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Jennie Murphy finds joy in helping Tijuana’s poor 


By Veronica Garcia 


CHULA VISTA — Parishioners of St. Rose of Lima 
parish call her Jennie Murphy. To the residents of 
Colonia Petregal in Tijuana, however, she is abuelita (little 
grandmother), the woman who brings them food and 
medicine. 


Murphy has journeyed to Tijuana almost daily to help 
the poor there for the past 45 years. 


WHILE THE 72-year-old Murphy receives no pay for 
her work, she says ‘‘the fringe benefits are very high.’’ 
Her food deliveries feed 14,450 people a week, she said. 


“‘T try hard for everyone to have something,’’ she says 
of her deliveries to the neighborhood in the hills. of 
Tijuana. Although she delivers the food to Colonia 
Petregal, people come from as far away as Rosarito to get 
food. 


The food, medicines, and clothing Murphy takes to the 
border city’s poor are donated by people from throughout 
San Diego County. Money contributions she receives go 
toward purchasing beans and rice. 


MURPHY TAKES the necessities to Tijuana in a 
van. She has worn out many a vehicle in her journeys to 
the hills where roads are unpaved and bumpy. 


A few weeks ago, Murphy’s van burned on I-805 while 
returning from a trip to the border city. However, the fire 
did not mean the end of her work. The day before the fire, 
a woman had called Murphy to ask if she could use a van 
the caller had available. Little did the woman know that 
her donation would be very necessary the following day. 


Parishioners and friends of Murphy at St. Rose of 
Lima have also come to her aid. A benefit party to raise 
funds for a larger van for Murphy was held Dec. 14 at the 
Chula Vista parish hall. 
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FOOD DISTRIBUTION — Residents of Colonia 
Petregal in Tijuana wait in line Dec. 12 to receive food 
brought to them by Jennie Murphy. The food is 
distributed at a clinic that Murphy helped set up. The 
Clinic is located in the home of one of the area’s 
residents. 
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A DONATION of $10 was asked for the party, which 
featured a dinner, a posada, and entertainment by 
mariachis and folklorico dancers. Holy Family Sister 
Dolores Molina, pastoral associate at St. Rose of Lima, 
said different groups supplied items for the celebration. 
The Mexican club provided the food; the Filipino club 
brought the dessert; the Italian-Catholic group took 
charge of the bar; and the young adults provided the 
decorations. 


Several years ago, Sister Molina accompanied Murphy 
on one of the trips to Tijuana. Sister said she looked 
around and saw nothing, but ‘‘Jennie said there would be 
a school and a clinic’’ one day. Both now exist in Colonia 
Petregal. 


Murphy has a lot of faith, Sister Molina commented, 
‘‘and a lot of generous people have responded’’ to help 
Tijuana’s poor, 

ON THURSDAYS, Murphy delivers food to a clinic 
in Colonia Petregal which she helped establish. The 
clinic is in the home of one of the area’s residents. 
Medicines for the clinic are donated. 


Murphy was joined on the Dec. 12 clinic visit by 
Wilma Browne. Some years ago Browne, who used to 
reside in Anaheim but now lives in Los Osos near San 
Luis Obispo, went on a caravan to Tijuana to help the 
poor. There she met Murphy and was impressed with 
what she saw in her. She has accompanied Murphy on 
many a visit since. 


‘“‘When you are involved in this kind of work long 
enough, people know you are for real. You’re not here for 
popularity but to help,’’ Murphy said. Murphy said it 
gives her great joy to help the poor and when others see 
this they want to help, too. 


BROWNE CITED the clinic’s doctor as an example of 
people who have pitched in. Doctor Jose Refugio 
Guerrena of Tijuana journeys to the clinic each Thursday 
to provide medical care to the people of Colonia Petregal. 
While studying for his medical degree, Doctor Guerrena 
‘‘promised the Lord that if He helped him get his degree, 
he would not turn anyone away,”’ Browne explained. 


“You couldn’t do anything without God. You’ve got to 
have God,’’ Browne said, adding that helping Tijuana’s 
poor is not for everybody. 


“You need kind people, not cruelty,’’ Murphy 
explained. She notes that the border city’s poor have had 
enough cruelty in their lives. 


AMONG THOSE who have helped Murphy in her 
work with the poor is Augustinian Father John Blevin, 
who operates the La Gloria Orphanage in Colonia Gloria, 
Tijuana. He has given her food and other necessities. 


SHARE also provides food for Tijuana’s poor, 
Murphy said. SHARE gives her some of the items left 
over from their monthly food distribution in San Diego. 


Students at University High School and Our Lady of 
Peace Academy have aided the border city’s poor also, 
Murphy said. Uni students have donated canned food, 
and students from both schools accompany Murphy each 
Tuesday when she visits the people of Mission del Sol in 
Tijuana. Many elderly and blind people live in the area, 
and special food packages are given to the blind, Murphy 
said. She also gives them $2 a week. 


SAN DIEGO VOLVO INC. 
5316 Kearny Mesa Rd. 
San Diego, CA 92111 


279-9700 
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MURPHY NEVER gets discouraged because of the 
poverty she sees in the hills of Tijuana. ‘‘I wouldn’t be 
there in the first place’’ if I got discouraged, she said. ‘‘I 
have done something about every single thing I’ve seen 
that needed to be done.”’ 


A school was needed in the colonia so Murphy helped 
set one up. The school now has 400 children enrolled and 
nine teachers. 


Murphy has also helped the people in Colonia Petregal 
build wood houses to replace the cardboard shacks in 
which many of them lived. 


SHE HAS worked to provide artificial limbs for those 
who need them and aid for burn victims. 


Murphy believes that God has saved many thousands 
of lives in Colonia Petregal. When it seems as if there will 
be nothing available for the poor; a check will arrive for 
food. ‘‘The Lord takes care of us someway, somehow,”’ 
she said. 


“You have to be 100 percent committed’’ to do this 
kind of work, Murphy said. ‘‘There is little time for one- 
self, little time to talk or pray. I miss the praying time 
though.”’ 


Murphy now uses her driving time to talk to God. ‘‘I 
want to please Him,’’ she said. If the smiles on the faces 
of Colonia Petregal residents are any indication, she has. 
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POSADA — A posada was part of the festivities at a 
Dec. 14 benefit dinner for Jennie Murphy at St. Rose 
of Lima parish hall. Posadas commemorate Mary and 
Joseph’s search for shelter, said Father Peter 
Navarra, associate pastor. Posadas tie-in well with 
Murphy's work helping Tijuana’s poor. About 200 
people attended the benefit. 
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YOUR 
MISSIONARY VOCATION 


A weekend retreat for young men and 
women interested in becoming missionaries 
— Lay, Priest, Brother, Sister. 


When? January 10-12 
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-|. Asian Christmas customs observed locally 


By Joyce Carr 


SAN DIEGO — Music, dancing, and songs in native 
dialects characterize Christmas celebrations of some 
Catholic Asian communities in San Diego. 


Four parishes are holding the traditional Filipino Sim- 
bang Gabi, a novena of Masses to prepare for Christmas 
and thank God for the blessings of the past year. 


THIS CUSTOM is being observed at St. Mary 
Church in National City, and the churches of Holy 
Family, Good Shepherd, and St. Rita. 


St. Mary’s is observing the novena for the first time this 
year ‘‘to restore a Filipino tradition in the parish and 
share it with other cultures,’ Father Edd Lleva, associate 
pastor, said. ; 


He opened the nine-day celebration with the Dec. 15 
liturgy at 8 p.m. 


‘““YOU RESPONDED to the call of our tradition,’’ he 
told the predominantly Filipino assembly in his dialogue 
homily. Speaking in English and Tagalog, a dialect of the 
Philippines, he applied the gospel on the genealogy of 
Jesus to the theme of belonging to a natural family and a 
parish family. 

He urged the congregation to pray for their special 
intentions during the novena, adding his own — peace 
and justice in the Philippines. 


A dish of fresh fruit, carried in the Offertory 
procession, was placed on the altar. 


THE ST. MARY Filipino Youth Group choir, 
directed by Norma Esendencia, sang Christmas carols in 
English and Tagalog. 


Festivities continued in the parish hall where 


parishioners were treated to rice cake refreshments and 
singing by the Filipino American Association of St. Mary 
parish. 
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NEW YEAR CELEBRATION — Members of the 
Hmong community at Holy Family Church sang 
native songs during their new year celebration. 


ACADEMY OF CHRISTIAN 
COUNSELORS 


Professional Psychologists and Counselors 
who recognize that God’s help is necessary for 
permanent personal growth or problem solving. 


Dr. John Adam is the Director and a member of Sacred Heart 
Parish. He has been published internationally by Prentice Hall on 
marriage and divorce problems. 

Offices throughout San Diego County. 


(619) 522-7050 
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30 Years in Service 
8 - 5 Monday—Friday 8 - Noon Saturday 
3617 India Street, San Diego, CA 92103 
Phone (619) 297-0251 


Park Center for Counseling and Psychology 


DOROTHY J. MARRON, Ph.D. 


Clinical Psychologist 
PI 9126 


e Catholic Psychologist 
e Adults, adolescents, children 
e Psychological testing 


235-4422 
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FILIPINO FESTIVITIES — Members of the Filipino American Association of St. Mary Parish, National City, 
entertain with songs following the Mass that opened their Christmas novena. 


Large crepe paper stars enclosed in a circle with 
dangling streamers decorated the church and the hall. 
This symbol of Christ’s coming is placed on the front of 
people’s homes in the Philippines, Cesar Guerrero, 
president of the Filipino association, said. 


FATHER LLEVA described the response to the 
parish’s Simbang Gabi as ‘‘overwhelming,”’ attributing 
the turnout to advance publicity. : 


A different parish organization hosts each evening of 
the novena, he said. 


THE LOCAL Hmong community, members of a 
Laotian tribe, focuses its festivities on New Year’s Day, 
Chao Fang, their leader, said. A special Mass is 
celebrated to ‘‘welcome the New Year. . . and “‘thank 
God for the blessings of the old year,’’ he added. 

The Hmong people in San Diego County, numbering 
about 4,000, will celebrate the new year Dec. 21-25 with 
day-time activities at the Kearny Mesa recreation center 
and evening programs at the Convention and Performing 
Arts Center, Fang explained. 
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Supplies & Equipment 
Showroom and Warehouse — 24 hr. Delivery 
WESTERN GIFT DISTRIBUTORS 


1156 Morena Bivd., San Diego, CA 92110 
M-F 9 to 5. Sat. 9 to 1 (619) 276-0360 


FOR FREE ESTIMATES — SOUND ADVICE 
282-6818 


ABLE ROOF CO. 


Serving San Diego for Over 31 Years 
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O’Connors 

we keep Christ in Christmas 

_ Spiritual gifts for the whole family 
Bibles 
Spiritual reading 
Christmas cards 


Statuary 
Catholic Trivia Games 


Nativity sets 

Religious recordings 

Religious jewelry 

Children’s books 

Religious pictures 
and plaques 


O’Connors 


Church Goods, Inc. 

3720 El Cajon Blvd. 

San Diego, CA 92105 (619) 283-2306 
Christmas Hours: 8:30-6:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri.; 8:30-5:30 p.m. Sat. 


The day activities will include a beauty pageant and 
other competitions in music and dance. Soccer, volley- 
ball, and tennis are also scheduled. 


AT HOLY FAMILY parish over 50 Hmong people 
gathered Nov. 24 to celebrate the new year. They sang 
Hmong songs and ate native food blessed by Deacon Paul 
Davidson. A few wore traditional dress. 

Other local Laotian Catholics will plan their 
community-wide Christmas celebration, said Sanich 
Borachak, a Holy Family parishioner who came to San 
Diego last year. 


In Laos, most Catholics attend Christmas Mass and 
watch children dramatize the Christmas story on the 
church grounds, he added. 


Visiting and feasting with friends is also part of their 
celebration. 
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We provide private rooms 
with 24 hour supervised 
care for those unable to 
live alone. Our nursing 
staff assists with medica- 
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accepted 


A Full-Service 
Retirement Community 
With 20 Years Experience 


For a personal tour and 
information (no obligation) 
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color brochure. 
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World Day of Peace 


Social, economic gaps threaten world peace 


By John Thavis 


VATICAN CITY (NC) — The 
“social and economic abyss’’ separating 
rich and poor countries and the self- 
interest of ideological blocs have become 
major threats to world stability, Pope 
John Paul II has said in his 1986 World 
Day of Peace Message. 


The pope called for a ‘‘new solidarity”’ 
between people of all countries that goes 
“‘beyond the barriers of ideologies and 
systems.’’ 


‘“‘MENTAL OUTLOOKS and 
political views contaminated by the lust 
for power, by ideologies, by the defense of 
one’s own privilege and wealth must be 
abandoned,”’ he said. 


The 19th annual World Day of Peace 
will be celebrated Jan. 1. Its theme is 
“Peace is a Value With No Frontiers: 
North-South, East-West: Only One 
Peace.’ 


In past years, the pope has appealed for 
dialogue to heal world tensions and avoid 
war. This year, he tied that call in a 
particular way to economic injustice. 


THE POPE criticized economic 
exploitation by international groups and 
local ‘‘elites’’ and exhorted businessmen 
around the world to ‘‘examine anew your 
responsibilities towards all your brothers 
and sisters.’’ 


‘ 


The poor bear an ‘‘unjust share of the 
burden”’ of today’s world, largely because 
they are caught in the middle of economic 
and ideological rivalries, he said. 


Blocs of nations have engaged in 
“excessive self-interest’? and a spiral of 
exploitation in order to gain strategic 
advantages, the pope said. 


“‘IN SUCH a situation, it is the small 
and the weak, the poor and the voiceless 
who suffer most,’’ he said. 

The buildup of nuclear weapons, he 
said, is still ‘‘the most dramatic and 
compelling example’’ of how people can 
be -held in ‘‘social and economic 
subjection’’ by the force of power. 


“The popular imagination is often 
paralyzed by fear’’ of nuclear weapons 
and strategies, the pope said. ‘‘This fear 
: § pop 
is not groundless.’’ 


HE SAID the increasing sale and 
purchase of conventional arms also 
exploits the poor, with major powers 
often acting out their rivalries in local 
conflicts, supplying the weapons and 
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ECONOMIC GAP — In his World Day of Peace message, Pope John Paul II warned 
that economic exploitation leaves people “defenseless and disillusioned” and 
more prone to violence. The dignity of the individual must be restored, he said. 


“ideologizing’’ the local differences. 


Finally, he said, underdevelopment 
itself is ‘‘an ever-growing threat to world 
peace.’’ 


“‘In fact, between countries that form 
the ‘North bloc’ and those of the ‘South 
bloc’ there is a social and economic abyss 
that separates rich from poor,’’ the pope 
said. 


IN MANY cases, he said, economic 
injustice exists because of ‘‘special 
interest groups that operate 
internationally or function as elites within 
developing countries.’” The plight of 
many poorer nations is compounded by 
large debts, he said. 


The pope warned that economic 
exploitation leaves people ‘‘defenseless 


and disillusioned’? and more prone to 
violence. 


In outlining a solution to existing 
inequalities, the pope rejected models of 
society that try to ‘‘manage’’ conflicts to 
keep a balance for the dominant party. 


The result, he said, is a society 
“‘dominated by competition and 
antagonism, in which the strongest 
prevails.”’ 


THE CURRENT system of blocs, the 
pope said, must be replaced with ‘‘new 
types of society and of international 
relations.”’ 


“It is above all the hearts and attitudes 
of people that must be changed, and this 
needs a renewal, a conversion of 
individuals,’’ he said. 


Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
Tony Campolo, 

These Chargers, 
Padres & Celebrities * 


Invite You... 


1986 FCA-SAN DIEGO 
TEAMS & COACHES BANQUET 


The dignity of the individual must be 
restored in these relationships, the pope 
said. Without naming individual nations, 
he criticized Western and Eastern-bloc 
societies for forgetting the ‘‘primacy of 
the person.”’ 


HUMAN DIGNITY has suffered ‘‘in 
countries where many individual liberties 
are guaranteed but where individualism 
and consumerism warp and distort the 
values of life,’’ the pope said. 


The pope also referred to several 
specific ways to reduce differences 
between northern industrialized nations 
and southern developing ones. 


“IT am thinking of the prices of raw 
materials, of the need for technological 
expertise, of the training of the work 
force, of the potential productivity of the 
millions of unemployed, of the debts poor 
nations are carrying, and of a better and 
more responsible use of funds within 
developing countries,’’ he said. 


“ALL THIS can and must be 
changed,”’’ he said. 
The pope also praised ongoing 


U.S.-Soviet arms reduction talks in 
Geneva and other international forums as 
part of the necessary dialogue that must 
occur. 


In past years, the pope has appealed to 
politicians and statesmen in his peace 
message. This year, he also asked 
‘military strategists, officers, scientists, 
and technologists’ to use their expertise 
in ways that promote dialogue and 
understanding. 


The message has been translated into a 
number of languages, including Russian 
and Arabic, for worldwide distribution. A 
Chinese translation will be made by 
Chinese bishops. 
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Friday Agenda: Carol Le Beau John Culea 

January 3, 1986 Autographs & Photographs KGTV10 Anchorperson phe Ca News Anchor 

6 PM at the San Diego Area Coaches Honored eters oe oF bes Chargers 

Scottish Rite Center Pro Athlete/CelebrityQ & A Mike Smith Kellen Winslow 

Tickets $10—Youth* * Tony Campolo—Keynote Speech KGTV10 Sportscaster Sen Diego Chargers 
$15—Adults pide, sete star acy eS cetebactee 


CALL 287-6212 OR VISIT THESE TICKET OUTLETS: 


Charlie Joiner 


Marv Braden 


San Diego Chargers San Diego Chargers’ Coach 
Foothills Bible Bookstore Books For Life Bob Thomas John H. Hendey 
8227 La Mesa Blvd. * 462-9550 5375 Kearny Villa Rd. * 565-8377 San Diego Chargers San Diego Chargers 
Gospel Bible Book Store O’Conner’s Church Goods aide dare EheoGs 
831 6th Ave. * 239-1249 3720 El Cajon Blvd. * 283-2306 Rolf Mojsiejenko Ronny O’Bard 

San Diego Chargers San Diego Chargers 
Pt. Loma Nazarene Bookstore The Love Shop 
3900 Lomaland Dr. * 222-6474 Plaza Camino Real ¢ 729-4147 *Some not listed may attend. Some listed may not attend. 

Plaza Bonita * 267-0090 **With current Student ID card. Student Athlete Scholarships 
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.|. You can’t ban Christmas even if you try 


a 


By Father John Gurrieri 


It is hard to believe, but at one time Christmas was 
banned by government order. 


During the Puritan regime in 17th-century England, 
town criers went through the streets by order of 
Parliament a few days before Christmas reminding 
citizens that ‘‘Christmas Day and all. other superstitious 
festivals’? must not be observed. People were told to go 
about their usual business and keep shops and markets 
open. 

IN THE Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1644, the 
Puritans banned church services on Christmas and 
appointed Dec. 25 a day of fasting and penance. 


Bah, humbug! People paid little or no attention to the 
orders and kept the feast lavishly in their homes. 
Christmas, after all, was as English as plum pudding and 
caroling. ; 

Christmas could never really be banned or prohibited. 
Even if churches were forced to close that day, Christmas 
had become so much a part of family and social life that 
there was no repressing it. 

CHRISTMAS IS unlike any other feast in the 
liturgical year. Even today, when Christmas has become 
a thing of shopping malls and department stores, this feast 
is the joyous reason to bring family and friends together. 

It is a time of gift giving and a day marked by special 
family and community traditions, which manifest our 
cultural and ethnic roots. 


The Christmas card, which originated in Victorian 


England; the Christmas tree, which finds its origins in 
medieval Germany; the use of mistletoe and holly, an 
English custom; the posada celebrated by Mexican- 
Americans — all these customs testify to a deeply felt 
religious understanding that the incarnation is the blessed 
mystery by which the human race was given another 
chance to live in paradise, Eden, where the tree of life is 
planted. 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATES the 
Messiah, the Christ, and there is nothing more joyous in 
human existence than the birth of a child. No doubt this 
accounts for the popularity and universal observance of 
Christmas. The birth of the helpless but kingly child 
captures the imagination like no other festival. 


birth of the. 


NC photo 
MOTHER AND CHILD — This painting of the “Virgin 
and Child with Four Angels” is by Gerard David, a 15th 
century Flemish painter. It is part of the collection of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. 


An old North Carolina Christmas carol — ‘‘I Wonder 
as I Wander’’ — perhaps sums up our feelings about the 
child Jesus: 


If Jesus had wanted for any small thing 

A star in the sky or bird on the wing 

Or all of God’s angels in heaven to sing 

He could sure have had it, ‘cause he was the king 
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“In the midst of the festivities of these days, I ask you to 


remember the less fortunate throughout the world who cannot 
celebrate because they are oppressed by war and injustice.” 


— Bishop Anthony Pilla of Cleveland 
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CARDS ACCEPTED 


THE WORLD 
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For reservations write: 
Mgr., Pickwick Hotel 
132 W. Broadway, San Diego 
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From $32 
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Idea 


Presenting Premier Social Music 


@ Diversified musical styles, 
skilled in tasteful 
sophisticated fun 

e Licensed agent for national 

entertainers and exciting 
local talent 
e Private, charitable & 
corporate events serviced 
nationally 


Proud of our excellence, we 
offer experience and 
enthusiasm to help make 
your celebration the 
most memorable. 


WAYNE FOSTER 


ENTERTAINMENT 
PRODUCTIONS 


9601 Wilshire Boulevard * Suite 22 
Garden Level « Beverly Hills * (213) 274-8863 


4561 Mission Gorge Place « Suite J 
San Diego « (619) 583-0447 
Licensed, Bonded, Members AF of M 


Gifts are given on this day because in the lowliness of 
the Christ-child’s birth we find the generosity of God 
toward all his creatures. 


FAMILIES CELEBRATE the day with festive foods 
and customs because somehow they know that in Jesus 
their families are made whole and united. 


Christmas is a festival that unites us to the best of our 
human hopes and aspirations. The folklore of Christmas 
testifies to human imagination, human possibilities, and 
God’s great love and affection for the human family. 

The Christ-child could demand tribute from grateful 
humans ’cause he was the king. Instead, he accepts the 
joy and happiness his birth causes in hearts and in homes. 


CLEARLY, THERE is no repressing or banning or 
prohibiting Christmas. 

The second reading of the Mass at dawn on Christmas 
Day summarizes God’s mysterious design for our 
salvation and his lavish love for us: 

“When the kindness and love of God our Savior 
appeared He saved us, not because of any righteous deeds 
we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us 
through the baptism of new birth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit’ (Titus 3:4-6). 


CHRISTMAS IS ‘“‘the kindness and love of God our 
Savior’ celebrated in liturgy, popular folklore, and 
family customs. It points ahead toward Easter, toward the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, and toward the heavenly 
inheritance lavished on us by a God who never ceased 
loving the handiwork of his creation. 

The feast points us also toward love for others. For as 
the birth of Christ is remembered and observed on 
Christmas Day with cherished family customs, we open 
our hearts to others bringing them, through our gifts, the 
very gift of God. 
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Member of St. Mary’s, Carlsbad 
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TO ENJOY 
YOUR OWN PARTY. 


Pleasure Filled and Stress Free 


e Creative event planning 


e Wedding receptions, 
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celebrations 


e From invitations to last 
note of music 


Celebration, the high 
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Holy Family 
1957 Coolidge St., San Diego, CA 92111 
MASS SCHEDULE 


Christmas Eve: 5:30 Children’s Mass, 10:30 Caroling followed by Mass. 
Christmas Day: 7:30, 9, 10:30, 12-noon Spanish. 

New Year’s Eve: 5:30 p.m. 

New Year’s Day: Same as Christmas Day. 


From all of us 
to all of you 
Merry Christmas 


St. Gabriels Church 


13734 Twin Peaks Rd., (Camino Del Norte, off I-15) 
Poway, CA 92064 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 


Dec. 24th, 5:00 p.m and 7:30 p.m. Midnight Mass. 


Dec. 25th, 9:30 a.m. (signed for the hearing afflicted) 11:00 a.m. (Repeat 
Midnight Mass Music). 


Accessible to the handicapped. 
Rev. Msgr. Charles J. Dollen, Pastor. 


From all of us 
to all of you 
Merry Christmas 


Mission San Luis Rey 
4070 Mission Ave., Old Mission, CA 92068 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 


Christmas Eve: 6 and 8 p:m. Contemporary Mass. 10 and midnight: Solomn 
Mass — tickets required. 

Christmas Day: 7:30, 9, 10:30 a.m., 12 noon; (no 6:30 a.m. or 7:30 p-m. Mass). 

New Year’s Eve: 4 and 5:30 p.m. 

New Year’s Day: Same as Christmas Day. 


From all of us 
to all of you 
Merry Christmas 


St. Rose of Lima 


293 ‘‘H”’ St., Chula Vista, CA 92010 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 1985 


Christmas Vigil Masses: Tuesday, December 24th, two Masses at 5:00 p.m. — 
one in the Church and one in the Parish Center. Masses in the Church at 7:00 and 
10:00 p.m. No Midnight Mass. 

Christmas Day Masses: 7:30, 8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m., 12:30 p.m. (Spanish 
Mass). No evening Mass. 


NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE 


New Year’s Eve Masses: Tuesday, December 31st, 5:00 p.m. One Mass only. 
No Confessions. 

‘New Year’s Day Masses: January Ist, 1986, 7:30 and 10:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m. 
(Spanish Mass) and 5:00 p.m. 


St. Michael’s Churc 


15546 Pomerado Rd., Poway, CA 92064 
CHRISTMAS 1985 
PENANCE SERVICE 
December 20th, Friday — 7:30 p.m. 


CONFESSIONS 
December 21st, Saturday. — 11:00 a.m.-12 Noon and 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
December 23rd, Monday — 11:00 a.m.-12 Noon and 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
MASSES 


December 24th, Tuesday — 5:15 p.m. — Children’s Mass and Choir. 9:30 
p.m. — Mass of the Nativity — Parish Choir, (Carol singing will begin at 8:30 p.m. 
followed by the Blessing of the Crib). 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
7:30 a.m. — Congregational Singing 
9:00 a.m. — Parish Choir 
10:30 a.m. — Folk Choir 
12 Noon — Congregational Singing 
December 31st, Monday, New Year’s Eve, 5:15 p.m. 
January ist, Tuesday, New Year’s Day, 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m., 12:00 Noon. 
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Immaculate Conception 
2540 San Diego Ave., San Diego, CA 92110 
GHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1985 


December 23, Monday — Penance service 7:30 p.m, 

December 24, Tuesday — Confessions 1:00-2:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Masses — 5:15 p.m. Vigil of Christmas; 7:30 p-m. Vigil of 
Christmas; 11:30 p.m POSADA and BLESSING OF CRIB. 

Christmas Masses — 12:00 Midnight in Church; 12:05 Fr. Junipero Serra Hall. 

December 25, Christmas Day Masses — 8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. and 12:15 
p-m. NO EVENING MASS. 

December 31, New Year’s Eve — VIGIL MASS 5:15 p.m. 

January 1, New Year’s Day Masses — 8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m,, 12:15 and 5:15 
p.m. 


St. Vincent de Paul 
4077 Ibis St., San Diego, CA 92103 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1985 


Tuesday — December 24th — Confessions — 11 a.m. to 12:00 Noon, 4:00 to 
5:00 p.m. and 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Masses: 8:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. (Fulfills Christmas Obligation) 10:00 p.m. 
(Midnight Mass) No Mass at Midnight 

Wednesday — December 25th Christmas Masses — 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. No Evening Mass. 

New Year Schedule 

Tuesday — December 31st — Confessions — 4:00 to 5:00 p.m., 7:00 to 8:00 
p-m. 

Masses — 8:00 and 5:30 p.m. (New Years Mass) 

Wednesday — January 1, 1986 — New Year’s Day Masses — 8:00 a.m., 9:30 
a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
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St. Brigid Church 


4735 Cass St., San Diego, CA 92109 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 


Christmas Eve: 7 p.m. Children’s Mass; 10 p.m. First Mass of Christmas with 


parish choir. 
Christmas Day: 7:30, 9, 10:15, 11:30 a.m. 


From all of us 
to all of you 
Merry Christmas 


St. Michael 
2615 Homedale St., San Diego, CA 92139 


Solemnity of the Nativity of 
our Lord Jesus Christ 
CHRISTMAS MASSES 
Tuesday, December 24th, 5 p.m., 7 p.m. Children’s Mass, 10 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 25th, 8, 9:30, 11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 
New Year’s Eve Vigil Mass 7 p.m. ° 
New Year’s Day 8, 9 a.m., 5 and 7 p.m. 


From all of us 
to all of you 
Merry Christmas 


Church of St. Luke 


Serving the Communities of Cottonwood and Singing Hills — 
E] Cajon, 92020 
1 ,¢ 2023 Jamacha Road (St. Peter Chaldean Church) 
| 442-1697 
= 9 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 


SHED RY CURRIER IVES, 125 NALSAU SY 


Confessions: Monday, Dec. 23: 6:30 p.m. 

Christmas Eve: Mass 7:30 p.m. (No Mass at Midnight). 
Christmas Day: Mass 9:30 a.m. 

New Year’s Eve: Mass 6:30 p.m. 


New Year’s Day: Mass 9:30 a.m. 
Mary, Star of the Sea 
7727 Girard Ave., La Jolla, CA 92037 All Hallows it 
ee ee 6602 La Jolla Scenic Dr., La Jolla, CA 92037-5799 


Christmas Eve — in Parish Church: 
Christmas Vigil Mass — 5:15 p.m.; Spanish Mass — 7:30 p.m. 1985 — CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1985 


Concelebrated Midnight High Mass. 

Christmas Carols — 11:30 p.m., Folk Mass in PARISH HALL at midnight. 

Christmas Day — Masses in Parish Church: 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 Noon and 5 p.m. Saturday, December 21, 4:00-5:00 Bie 
Eso Monday, December 23, 7:00-8:00 

Saturday, Dec. 21st, 3-5 p.m. y> ee Dhaai 

Monday, Dec. 23rd, 10-12 Noon, 4-5 p.m. 

Tuesday, Dec. 24th, 3-5 p.m. 


Reconciliation — Penance 


Tuesday, December 24, 10:00-12:00 noon. 
a MASSES 
Christmas Eve: 5:30 and 10:00 p.m. 
Christmas Carols Prior to Both Masses 
Christmas Day: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m., 12:00 Noon. (NO EVENING MASS). 
New Year’s Day: 5:30 p.m. (Vigil), 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m., 12:00 Noon. (NO 
EVENING MASS). 


Sacred Heart Church 


627 B Ave., Coronado, CA 92118-2299 
CHRISTMAS 1985 


CONFESSION SCHEDULE 

Penance Service — Thursday, December 19, 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, December 21, 4:00 to 5:15 and 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Tuesday, December 24 (Vigil Mass) 
5:30 p.m. — Children’s Liturgy 

11:30 p.m. — Concert 

12:00 Midnight Mass — Church only 

Wednesday, December 25; Masses at Regular Sunday Hours; 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 
a.m. and 12:00 Noon 

Tuesday, December 31, 1985 5:30 p.m. — Vigil Mass; 12:00 Midnight Mass 

Wednesday, January 1, 1986 Masses at Regular Sunday Hours; 7:30, 9:00, 
10:30 a.m. and 12:00 Noon. 

_Those who receive communion at the Vigil or Midnight Mass may receive once 
again at any of the morning masses on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day. 


and Blessing of this Happy 
Christmas Season 
From the staff of the 
Southern Cross 


| _ We wish you every Joy 
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" By Dan Morris 


I distinctly remember how difficult it 
used to be to figure out what to get my 
father for Christmas. There was the 
: standing list: socks, Old Spice, tie. 
However, I always felt I wanted to be able 
; to present him with something out of the 
ordinary, special, unique. Something that 

would surprise and delight him. 


Down deep, I think I wanted to get him 

something that would make him proud of 

~ me, too. Looking back on it, that present 

clearly meant a lot more to me than to 
him. 

I BEGAN reflecting on that as my 
children asked me what I would like for 
Christmas, most specifically a recent 
conversation I had with my oldest 
daughter. 


“‘What do you want for Christmas?”’ 
she asked. 


““A Bruce Springsteen comb and brush 
set would be nice,’’ I said, offhandedly. 


‘CUTE, DAD,’’ she 
“Really, what do you want? 


‘“How about a Christmas tree that does 
not shed needles, a dog that does not shed 
hair, a teenager who doesn’t shed every- 
thing everywhere, and a shed to store 
them in?”’ I smiled. 


smirked. 


‘Dad,’ she said, in her please-get- 
«serious voice. 


‘“‘WELL,”’ I said, narrowing my eyes; 
“I could use some new socks and I’m 
nearly out of Old Spice.”’ 


““That’s what we always get you — and 
don’t say a tie.”’ 


I thought for a moment. ‘‘How about a 
lawn-mower blade that can stand up to 
coat hangers, toy road-graders, and 
croquet balls?”’ 


What? No new socks in 
my Christmas stocking? 


“BETTER YET,” I went on, ‘Show 
about a tie clip engraved with my blood 
type and phone number just in case I get 


-hit by a bus or strangled by the copy 


machine at work?”’ 


I was on a roll. ‘“‘Hey, I know — a 
mink hammock. Or a soundproof room of 
my own with a wet bar.’’ 


She smiled somewhat tolerantly. ‘‘I see 
we are in one of our David Letterman 
moods,”’ she said. 


FROM HER tone of voice I sensed 
that despite her good humor in putting up 
with my kidding there was something else 
going on. 

“Seriously, Marie,’’ I said. ‘‘I really 
can’t think of anything I need except 
maybe some socks and some new wallet 
photos of you kids.”’ 


“Well, I was thinking,’’ she said, 
pausing for a second and taking a breath, 
‘“‘about something Father William said to 
us last year about Christmas presents.”’ 
Father William is one of our parish 
priests. 


SHE WENT on. “He said once he 
asked people not to give him presents but 
to do a good deed for someone and write 
that down on a piece of paper and then 
give it to him. What would you think if 
this year I did something like that? It 
wouldn’t be like a real present with a box 
and everything.”’ 

Talk about instant lump in the throat. 

“TY don’t. know how you could give 
anyone anything nicer,’’ I managed, 
hugging her. ‘‘It makes me so proud of 
you.” 

It’s going to be a special Christmas. 
Who cares if my toes stick out of my socks 
for another 12 months. 


Copyright 1985 by NC News Service 


From 


the staff and 


of 
Holy Cross 


associates 


Cemetery 


& Mausoleum 


May the blessing of 
Christmas be yours and 


may its joy and 


peace 


abide with you throughout 
the New Year. 
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photo by Joyce Carr 


CHRISTMAS COMMERCIALISM — Kathe Wohlfahrt’s Christkindimarkt 
and Christmas Village in Rothenburg, West Germany, is a popular tourist 
attraction. Commonly called the Christmas store, it displays more than 
35,000 gifts for all seasons. The store’s narrow aisles are often crowded 
with shoppers seven days a week. 
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Christmas at White House is festive occasion 


In the early 1800s, Christmas in the 
White House was celebrated in the 
traditional English manner — with 
music, feasting, dancing, and church- 


By Joe Michael Feist 


‘To the American people, the White 
House has always been a magical, fairy 
tale sort of place. Truly great men, and a 
few who merely approached greatness, 
have walked the venerable old structure’s 
halls, breathed its history, and made 
history of their own. 


The White House has never been a 
museum or a castle. More than anything 
it has been a home. Since the day its first 
occupant, John Adams, moved in, the 
house has witnessed births, deaths, 
weddings, children at play, and all the 
other joys and trials of typical families. 


LIKE MOST families, the families of 
the presidents have counted the 
Christmas season as one of the joyful 
times. 


Most of the presidents have had young 
people with them in the White House. 
This no doubt influenced the way 
Christmas was celebrated. Not all the 
young people were the president’s own 
children; some were grandchildren or the 
children of close friends. 


In the early 1800s, Christmas in the 
White House was celebrated in the 
traditional English manner. This 
combined music, feasting, and dancing 
with church-going. 

IT WASN’T until the administration 
of Benjamin Harrison (1889-1893) that a 
Christmas tree was set up in the White 
House. Harrison had a pine tree placed in 
the library over the Blue Room, and he 
and his wife decorated it and filled its 
branches with presents for their grand- 
children. 


Harrison had three grandchildren who 
lived in the White House much of the 
time. The president was forever playing 
with the children, hosting birthday parties 
for them, taking them for walks. News- 
papers delighted in reporting the 
president’s escapades with the children, 
much the way they would report in later 
years the antics of President John F. 
Kennedy and his children. 


Caroline Kennedy was an energetic 
child who loved living in the White 
House. One of her joys was picking up a 
telephone and talking to whoever 
answered. Once, shortly before 
Christmas, she told her father she really 
would like to talk to Santa Claus and tell 
him what she wanted for Christmas. So 
the president arranged for her to do just 
that. 


KENNEDY ASKED one of the White 
House operators to take a call from 
Caroline as though answering the phone 
in the Santa Claus residence. The call was 
made and Caroline, a bit puzzled at first, 
was told that Santa Claus was not at home 
and that she was talking to Mrs. Santa 
Claus. When she was invited to leave a 
message, Caroline rattled off a list of 
presents she wanted for Christmas — a 
list immediately given to the president. 


No presidential family can match the 
Christmas traditions brought to the White 
House by Franklin Roosevelt and his 
family, perhaps because Roosevelt lived 
in the house longer than anyone else. 


After official parties and_ staff 
receptions earlier in the day on Christmas 
Eve, the Roosevelt family would gather in 
the White House living quarters to 


MOVE ON. 


feel less need to punish yourself. 


Guilt In Relationships 


Psychologists often distinguish between two kinds of guilt. One is the guilt we feel when 
we do something that violates a moral principle we hold to be important. For example, if 
we deliberately hurt a partner by doing something that we know will cause pain, we may 
experience guilt. All couples at times hurt each other, either deliberately or inadvertently. 
Healthy couples are able to apologize, express their feelings about such transgressions and 


Partners who HARBOR strong feelings of guilt are often secretly resentful. They may 
feel anger about something they feel that the spouse is making them do or preventing them 
from doing. If you feel very guilty most of the time, ask yourself why. Look at these 
feelings honestly and talk them over with your spouse or a trusted friend: you may begin to 


If you continue to find reasons to blame yourself and feel guilty, even when everyone 
agrees that you are not at fault, it may reflect an emotional problem that calls for 
professional help. Guilt is a great burden to carry and often an unnecessary one. 


Diana M. Greg, Licensed Psychotherapist, Del Cerro Counseling, Psychology and Family 
Services, 7290 Navajo Rd., Suite 210, San Diego, CA 92119, 466-6463. 


NC-UPI photo 

WHITE HOUSE TREE — The 1985 National Christmas Tree is aglow on the 
ellipse south of the White House after being lighted by President and Mrs. Reagan. 
Christmas at the White House has always been a family affair and a time for 
celebration just as with families everywhere. 


going. 
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decorate the family tree. Then, in his 
resonant voice that had calmed a nation 
during Depression and war, the president 
would read Charles Dickens’ Christmas 
Carol to his children and grandchildren 
gathered around him. 


ON CHRISTMAS morning, the 
smallest of the grandchildren would 
empty their stockings on the president’s 
bed. After morning church services and 
lunch, the president’s wife Eleanor would 
usually visit some of Washington’s 
poorest slum areas. 


The Roosevelt family celebration 
would be held late in the afternoon of 
Christmas Day. Friends and family 
would exchange piles of presents and then 
enjoy a Christmas dinner. The president 
savored his presents, taking days to open 
them all. If he received a book, for 
example, he might read it through before 
opening another present. 


A special Christmas for the Roosevelts, 
and the nation, was in 1941. On 
Christmas Eve that year a large crowd 
gathered at the White House. Since the 
attack on Pearl Harbor 17 days before, a 
nationwide blackout had _ been 
established. However, this night flood- 
lights illuminated the White House. With 
the British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill at his side, President Roosevelt 
threw a switch that turned on the lights of 
an enormous Christmas tree. The nation 
saw the act as a sign of Roosevelt’s faith in 
ultimate victory. 


Reaching out 


lepers. 


scholastics. 


scene. 


P.O. Box 11011 
San Diego, CA 92111 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 


55 years on the job 


Although there are many current tragic stories of missionaries 
who forfeit their lives for their faith in war-troubled areas, there are 
others who just go on living and working to a ripe old age. 


Take the case of Father Honorat Labrecque, an Oblate of Mary 
Immaculate (OMI) who has spent the last 55 years of his life as a 
missionary in Lesotho, a northern enclave of South Africa. The 
88-year-old priest has decided to hang up his boots and to return to 
Canada for a much deserved and needed rest. 


For the past 20 of his 55 years there, Father Honorat has been 
chaplain of the State Leprosarium at Maseru and during that time 
has been credited with much which has improved the lot of the 


He has seen the Church grow in Lesotho, too, in those 55 years (it 
was called Basutoland in 1930). Of the 36 OMIs there then were one 
bishop, 31 priests, 4 brothers and one scholastic. Today the 185 
Oblates there include four bishops, 99 priests, 29 brothers and 53 


The Oblates have a particularly outstanding record of missionary 
service around the.world and there are few countries which have not 
had the blessing of their presence. Typical of their dedication to 
missionary service is surely this 88-year-old veteran of the African 


Rev. Msgr. Anthony Chylewski, Mission Office 


Here is my gift for God’s work in the missions: $...... 
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“AFTER THAT year,’ Eleanor 
Roosevelt would later recall, 
‘Christmases weren’t so cheerful... . 
The boys all went off to different war 
theaters. Their absence meant we did 
what we could to cheer their families if 
they were with us, or we tried to get in 
touch with them by telephone if they were 
far away.”’ 


Joyful Christmases did return to the 
country and to the White House. In the 
1950s, President Dwight Eisenhower 
would bring his children and grand- 
children to the White House for 
Christmas. As many as nine brightly 
lighted and brilliantly decorated 
Christmas trees adorned various White 
House rooms. On Christmas Eve, around 
a tree in the family living room, Eisen- 
hower would lead the carol singing while 
his wife, Mamie, played the organ. The 
next day the president would play Santa 
Claus and hand out the gifts. 


In recent years, Christmas at the White 
House has been marked by the 
presidential lighting of a huge tree on the 
Ellipse on the south side of the mansion. 
A yule log is burned, live reindeer 
(including Rudolph with the red nose) are 
on display and area choirs sing carols 
nightly. 

Inside the house, no matter who is 
president or which party is in power, a 
family is celebrating Christmas. 


Copyright 1985 by NC News Service 


with Deacon Michael Newman 


q 
1 
i 
1 


By Stan Konieczny 


Joseph quietly slid out of the makeshift 
bed he had arranged in a corner of the 
stable. He did not want to wake his wife, 
Mary, who had given birth to her first 
child just a few hours earlier. Brushing 
straw from his robe and rubbing the sleep 
from his eyes, Joseph was ready to begin 
his usual morning prayers. Today, 
though, the schedule was altered. 


Today was special because, before he 
prayed, Joseph wanted to check on Jesus, 
the new addition to his family. 


THE STURDY carpenter crouched 
beside the manger-turned-crib and with 
childlike wonder marveled at how the 
blankets barely moved with the soft 
breath of this tiny, newborn miracle. The 
workman’s hand gently caressed the back 
of the infant as he said, ‘‘Welcome, my 
little fellow. I hardly had a minute to 
myself with you last night. Things were 
pretty hectic. 


‘*You’re safe and warm and dry here,”’ 
Joseph whispered, ‘‘but this isn’t what I 
wanted for you. I tried so hard and you 
end up in this stable! Your mother and I 
have waited for you for so long. It seemed 
like an eternity but actually those weeks 
and months flew by as we tried to prepare 
everything for you back home. 

‘*All that work helped me through the 


most difficult days of my life. See, I 
couldn’t understand when Mary first told 


. me about you. I still don’t understand, 


but that doesn’t mean that I have ever 
doubted my love for your mom or you for 
one minute. 


‘OH, THERE were dreams. 
Sometimes they were reassuring but 
sometimes they became more like night- 
mares. I haven’t slept as soundly as I did 
last night in months,’’ Joseph confided. 


‘No, there just hasn’t been much of a 
chance for a good night’s sleep lately. I’ve 


x 


been up at the crack of dawn so I could 
get to work early,’’ Joseph whispered. 


‘*Having a baby is a big responsibility. 
I wanted your mom to have the proper 
food and then we had to set something 
aside for the midwife and for the things 
you need. We had everything planned 
and ready,’’ he wistfully recalled. 


LOOKING DOWN at the manger, 
Joseph said, ‘‘I only wish that you could 
be sleeping in the cradle I made for you. 
It was the best I ever turned out of my 
shop. 


‘J planed and sanded that wood until it 
was so smooth,’’ he chuckled. 


NC photo by John Fesler 


KISS FOR SANTA — Climbing up on Santa’s lap, two-year-old Nikki Rothacher of 
Bolivar, Ohio, gives a kiss to the whiskered gentleman. 


Now you can have the 
you’ve always wanted! 


ORDER FROM: 
Daughters of St. Paul 
1570 5th Ave. 

San Diego, CA 92101 

619-232-1442 


PAPAL CREST BIBLE 


Family Bible 


usually $54-95 
NOW ONLY $25.00 


New American Bible Translation 
e Bible dictionary : 
e History of the Bible and maps 
© Introductions to the books of the Bible 
© Words of Christ in red 
© Family record pages 
© Gold leaf edges 
® Index to Bible place names 
© The Mass and Life of Mary in color 
© 32 pages of masterpieces in color 
© and more 
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«cenecesPatron saint of Christmas 


Looking at the child asleep in the hay, 
Joseph apologized. ‘‘I was putting the 
finishing touches on that cradle when the 
neighbors told me the first rumors about 
this census.”’ 


**T SOLD your cradle to buy a donkey 
that would make the trip here to 
Bethlehem easier for your mother,’’ he 
said with grim finality. 

“Tt was bad enough to change plans 
and prepare for an unexpected trip but I 
also had to cope with a _ thousand 


questions. Did I really need to spend our 
small savings to buy extra provisions? If I 
did, how would we provide for you? 
Could Mary handle such a strenuous 
trip? Who would help her once we arrived 


THE FACE OF JESUS... 


in Bethlehem? 


‘‘We made it all right. We shared each 
other’s strength. Your mom is a 
remarkable woman. You'll see. We came 
into Bethlehem late yesterday afternoon 
and every room was already taken. 


‘““WHEN I knocked at the last inn- 
keeper’s door, my knuckles were white. 
In that tense moment, I whispered a 
prayer for the three of us. I was so 
nervous that my voice cracked and the 
sweat streamed down my neck. 


“There was no need to worry, though. 
The roly-poly innkeeper seemed like a 
jovial guy, although he acted like he hada 
little too much wine last night. Anyway, 
he brought us out back to this stable. 


‘“You were in such a hurry to join us 
that I ended up rushing all over the place, 
sweeping the floor and piling straw to 
make some sort of a bed for Mary. I was 
out of breath and my pulse pounded at 
my temples. Then all the rushing stopped 
and I held you in my arms for the first 
time.’’ Joseph said. 


“SLEEP ON, little one,’’ the 
carpenter told the baby, adding as he 
stood up, ‘‘I guess you will want to hear 
that story time and again as you grow up. 
I know I will never forget it.”’ 


Joseph kissed the child and went out- 
side to offer his prayers of praise and 
thanksgiving. 


(With all his last minute preparations 
and ruined plans, St. Joseph is the perfect 
patron of those trapped in the Christmas 
rush. Facing an awesome task, Joseph 
kept his perspective and operated within 
his own personal limitations and the 
limitations imposed by circumstances. 
Through it all, he remained a man of 
faith, in the end opening his arms and 
heart to the Savior of the world.) 
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...captures the center of the dial of this thin quartz time piece microned in 
14K gold. The name of the twelve apostles surround the dial in raised gold 
letters. A cross is embossed on the stainless steel back. Price includes suede 
case, plus a scriptural booklet, ‘‘The Little Bible.’’ The watch carries a one 


year warrenty. 


Only: 


$59.95 


includes shipping and handling 


Address: 10071 Sheba Way 
San Diego, 92129 
619-484-6750 


Guaranteed delivery by Christmas on phone and credit card orders 
only. No COD. 


master charge 


1 year warrenty. Satisfaction guaranteed 
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-|\» s«Christmas Quizes 


By Theodore Hengesbach 3. Which one does the better job in 
Ghristmas is such an important giving us information about the 
celebration for us. It is surprising that so shepherds? 
little is written about it in the New a. Matthew 
b. Luke 


Testament. Many people would like to 
find out more about what happened. For 
now, though, let’s see how well we 
remember what has been written. 


c. Both do a good job on this one too. 


4.. What was the profession of the magi? 
This quiz is based on Matthew 1-2, as a. kings 
; well as Luke 1-2 and 3:23-38. When you b. prophets 
& |e finish this, treat yourself to reading those c. shepherds 
chapters — perhaps aloud for dramatic d. wise men 
effect. (Or, try option 2. Approach this as 


an open-book quiz.) Good luck! . How many magi were there? 


. three 
. five 
c. We don’t really know. 


TM HN 


1. Both Matthew and Luke give us 
Jesus’ family tree. 
Matthew traces Jesus ali the way back 


to: 6. What gifts did the magi present to 
a. David Jesus? 
b. Abraham : a. gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
c. Joseph b. They didn’t leave any gifts. 
we Td duhaacn c. They didn’t give the gifts to Jesus. 
They gave them to Mary. 
Luke traces Jesus all the way back to: 
a. David 7. Jesus’ first trip after his birth was to: 
b. Abraham a. Nazareth: 
c. Adam b. Jerusalem 
d. God Cc. Egypt 
d. Jericho 
2. Which one does the better job in 
giving us information about the magi? 
a. Matthew 8. What was the name of the donkey phate  MeLoughifa 
b. Luke that carried Jesus on this trip? LAS POSADAS — Members of San Diego History Clasdes in Old Town presented 
c. They both really do a good job. the traditional Las Posadas Dec. 11 around Old Town square as part of the annual “ 
Was it the same donkey that Joseph Christmas celebrations. The reenactment of Mary and Joseph looking for shelter 


used to take Mary from Nazareth to in Bethleham has been an annual event in San Diego since 1956. The first 

celebration of Christmas in San Diego was in 1796 when Father Juniperio Serra 
sang the first Christmas Mass in a crude brush and tulle-covered structure. The 
Posada was first celebrated in Old Town in 1837. 


Bethlehem before Jesus was born? — 
Yes 
No 


9. Jesus’ first visit to the temple was: 

a. when he was 12 years old 

b. shortly after his circumcision 

c. when he was 1 year old 

d. He did not visit the temple as a child 


catcewncteict | Pick out your new 


to take children there. 


10. What was the name of Jesus’ i cpatuncint now! 


hometown? 
a. Bethlehem 
b. Jerusalem Carefully Designed for older adults desiring an active, 
c. Nazareth independent lifestyle in comfortable surroundings. One and two 
d. Jericho bedroom apartments. 


Anew oe eats Non-Profit operation. Friendly, caring staff. We're looking for 
people who want to contribute to life and be a good neighbor! 


DSSSSSSSINSSSNSSIASS MUNN ENUEUOMOOHOWVAVWY, 
g Affordable. Monthly rent from $275. Membership fee from 
g $8,700; which is 100% refundable. Freedom from profit-motivated 
Z P 


rent increases. (Prices subject to change). 


Featuring 

® 2 story garden apartments 
® Space for private gardens 
® Level site; elevators 
| 


24 hour emergency call 
system 


Full kitchens 

Private balcony or fenced 
courtyard 

Optional: meals, questrooms 
Shopping nearby 

Quiet neighborhood 
Recreation center with spa 


Continuous & dignified service 
to the Catholic community 
since 1946. 


4710 Cass St. 


ee Mission Bay Chapel & 
488-7575 Pacific Beach Mortuary, Inc. 
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FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE 


é fs 3 San Diego Interfaith Housing Foundation 


edwood{ — (619) 574-1188 


illa P.O. Box 81-001 — 333 G Street 
San Diego, California 92138 


Advent » Christmas Music Series 1985 
St. Brigid’s Catholic Church 4735 cass street, San Diego 


e|4 \ 4 
A F Sunday, Becember 22nd 4:00 p.m. 


The Ceremony of the Hanging of the Greens. St. Brigid Handbell Choir and 
Youth Choir. 


Cuesday, Becember 24th 10:00 p.m. 
Concelebrated Christmas Eve Mass. The Mass in G Major by Franz Schubert. 
Sung by the Parish Choir and Solo Quartet: Frances Hansen, Soprano; Denise 
Lingvall, Alto; Patrick Biggs, Tenor; William Nolan, Bass. With the Otto Feld 
String Quintet and trumpets. Jensine King, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster. Jerry 
R. Witt, Organist-Choirmaster. 


Opening in 1986 at 3050 — 53d Street (near Redwood) in east San Diego. (=! 


San Diego Interfaith Housing Foundation is an ecumenical housing ministry. 
Roman Catholic representatives on its Board are: 
Father Douglas Regin, Executive Director of Catholic Community Services 
Robert J. Swanson of the Immaculata 
Paul Desrochers of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish 


The Rev. Msgr. Sean Murray, Pastor; 
The Rev. David Croisetiere, Associate 
‘ Carl Shelton, Deacon; Sr. Margaret Kelly, O.P. 
. @& : . Jerry R. Witt, Organist and Choirmaster 
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family aware of Christian 


By Joyce Carr 


SANTEE — Although the family of 
Tony and Kathy DiFede observes special 
customs during Advent, their preparation 
’ for Christ’s coming is a year-long process. 


They are parishioners of Guardian 
Angels parish in Santee. 


THE CHILDREN experience the 
progression of the Advent season as they 
lead a daily procession through the house. 


Three-year-old Adina carries a small 
statue of Mary and walks beside her six- 
year-old brother, Damian, holding a 
statue of St. Joseph. Other family 
members — Ryan, 17, and Aaron, 12, 
follow as the statues are taken to a 
different bedroom each week where they 
remain as reminders that the celebration 
of Christ’s birth is approaching. 


Also carried in the procession is 
Stephen, six months, who seems to enjoy 
taking part. 


DURING SOME processions 
family sings ‘“‘O Come, 
Emmanuel.”’ 

In the fourth week of Advent the 
statues will be carried to the fireplace 
mantle, and on Christmas Eve placed in a 
wooden stable with the statue of the 
Infant, DiFede explained. 


the 
O Come, 


An Advent wreath decorates the dining 
room table. DiFede says the prayer for 
each week of Advent before the evening 
meal, and Adina blows out the candle at 
the end of the meal. 


“EACH WEEK there is more light 
(on the wreath) to show us we are closer to 
Jesus being born,’’ Mrs. DiFede 
explained to Adina. 


‘“‘Advent is a time to get closer to 
God,”’ said Ryan, a senior at University 
High School. He said he has thought of 
Jesus as a friend since he made a retreat 
for teenagers four years ago. 


An Advent calendar taped toward the 


bottom of the refrigerator has windows by 
numbers representing the days in 
December. Aaron monitors the window- 


opening ceremonies in which Damian 
and Adina take turns uncovering a 


_ Christmas symbol 


“ADVENT AND Christmas mean 
more every year because we have become 
closer to Christ,’’ DiFede said, adding 
that he has developed a deeper spiritual 
relationship with his wife and children. 


The DiFedes downplay gift-giving and 
other commercial aspects of Christmas. 
They neither decorate the outside of their 
home nor buy articles advertised on 
television. They make most of their 
Christmas tree ornaments. Attending 
Mass on Christmas comes before Geenne 
gifts, DiFede said. : 


To the shire Christmas is Jesus’ 
birthday. They celebrate it each year with 
a birthday cake and banner, both 
displaying the words, ‘‘Happy Birthday, 
Jesus.”’ 


THESE PRACTICES began eight 
years ago after Mr. and Mrs. DiFede 
made a Marriage Encounter, an 
experience that deepened their family 
relationships and turned the direction of 
their lives toward ministry. 


During the next seven years they 
worked on teams giving presentations for 
Marriage Encounter weekends. 

In their parish they are lectors and 
special ministers of the Eucharist. Mrs. 
DiFede also sings in the choir. Aaron, an 


altar server, helps the religious education » 


pre-school teacher during the 10 a.m. 
Sunday Mass. 


RYAN IS a lector at Guardian Angels 
Church and a member of Unifiers, a 
volunteer service organization at Uni 


High. ‘‘I’m involved in the church 
because of my parents’ influence,’’ he 
said. 


The teenager hopes to study special 
education at the University of Steuben- 
ville, run by the Franciscans, and later 
teach religion to handicapped children. 


Damian and Adina revealed their 


‘‘Comedy can express how you feel 
about God, people, faith, and morals. 
It’s a good way to teach Bible 


stories.’’ 


— Tony DiFede 


Scripps Medical Centre 
9844 Genesee Avenue 
La Jolla, Calif. 92037 


Michael G. Kielty 


M.B., B.S. (Lond.), F.A.C.S., F.A.C.O.G., K.C.*H.S. 


Diplomate of the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 


Telephone 
(619) 453.1553 


“Basile and “Bauman 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


J. Jude Basile — R. Anthony Bauman 
A general practice with an emphasis on 
representing victims of Personal Injury 
FREE consultation — Fee from recovery 


San Diego 
238-1720 


No. County 
944-7977 
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Advent, Christmas customs make 


life 


spiritual awareness by giving names to 
their guardian angels. Damian calls his 
protector Michael, “‘because he: is the 
leader of the angels.”’ 


ALL THE DiFedes get into the act 
with their clown ministry. 


They recently entertained residents in a 
Santee retirement home. Ryan put on a 
mime skit and Aaron.a magic show. The 
two boys also co-starred with their father 
in a baseball game skit. Mrs. DiFede led 
the seniors in a sing-along. 


“People always react to clowns,’ 
DiFede said. ‘‘Gomedy can express how 
you feel about God, people, faith, and 
morals. It’s a good way to teach Bible 
stories.”’ 


RYAN HAS taken his clown ministry 
to a youth group retreat where he mimed 
an agape scene. He also performs in 
variety shows with the Unifiers. 


The DiFedes sometimes do their clown 
routine at parties, picnics, and 
promotions under the name Katy-Dee 
and Companee. 


. The Clown Prayer they have framed 
summarizes the family’s goal. It begins: 
‘“‘Lord, help me to create more laughter 
than tears, dispense more happiness than 
gloom, spread more cheer than despair.” 

“Bringing happiness and joy to 
people ...is giving them new life,”’ 
Tony said. He believes that is how Christ 
is born in the world today. 


Mina tua tam tu tum tum tam tam samt twtawt, 
Dn ¥ ving “Memory 


Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 
beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy 


eternal happiness and peace. 


Church. 


OP Sg ~~ 


great-grandchildren. Funeral 


Sacrament Church. 


fae fae 


GOMEZ, Manuela Aunt of Alfred Cesena. Funeral Mass: December 11, 
1985 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church. 


h RYAN, Richard Leo Husband of Agnes T. Ryan; father of Karen Boyce, 
Christine Murphy, Kathleen, Marianne, Michael, James, Robert and 
Richard Leo III; six grandchildren. Funeral Mass: December 12, 1985 at 


St. Patrick’s Church. 


BOULEVARD CHAPEL 
5027 EL CAJON BLVD. 


VERDUSCO, Esther Leon Mother of John J. Verdusco; one grandchild; 
one great-grandchild. Funeral Mass: December 11, 1985 at St. Patrick’s 


RODRIQUEZ, Justina Mother of Nellie H. Montijo, Bertha L. Moreno, 
Esther Romo and Laura Ahumada; twenty-two grandchildren; thirteen 
Mass: 


LOSOYA, John L. Husband of. Evangeline Lasoya; father of Velma 
Franz, Sheila Salas, Robert Lasoya, and Richard Lasoya; three brothers; 
7 three sisters; nine grandchildren; three great-grandchildren. Funeral Mass: 
December 6, 1985 at St. Mary Magdalene Church. 


' GOFF, William Francis Husband of Dorothy M. Goff. Funeral Mass: 
\ December 6, 1985 at St. Therese Church. 


photo by Joyce Carr 


FAMILY PROCESSION — Damian 
and Adina DiFede (left) carry statues 
of Joseph and Mary to different 
rooms in their home. They are 
followed by their parents Tony and 
Kathy holding baby Stephen. The 
Statues are placed in a wooden stable 
on Christmas eve. 


Amen. 


Goodbody’s Mortuary 


December 9, 1985 at Blessed 


Goodbody’s Mortuary 


Goodbody’s Mortuary 
Goodbody’s Mortuary 


Goodbody’s Mortuary 
Goodbody’s Mortuary 
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STOCKFISCH, Kathleen E. Wife of James J. Stockfisch; mother of i 
Eileen Zasac, Patricia Harrison, Joan Ebeling and Carol Bixby; other 
survivors: her mother, two brothers and three sisters; eight grandchildren. é 
Funeral Mass: December 13, 1985 at Blessed Sacrament Church. 
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From left: 
Carbonell. 


Paul Algoso, 


St. Michael’s wins math contest 


SAN DIEGO — St. Michael School 
math team won the first place trophy at 
Marian High School’s annual math 
contest, Competimath X, for the fourth 
consecutive year. 


St. Rose of Lima School placed second 
and Sacred Heart School, Coronado, 
third. 


Each of the 12 participating parochial 
schools sent a team of five seventh and 
five eighth grade students. They 
competed in a series of math exercises 
that measured their speed, accuracy, and 
ability to grasp complex mathematical 
concepts. 
individual 


Eighth graders winning 


Theresa Altman, Jeff 


} 


St. Michael’s math team and moderator, Karen Beatty 


(back left), pose with their trophy. 


awards received credit-toward tuition and 
books for their first year at Marian High. 
They are Paul Algoso, St. Michael, first 
place; Jeff Carbonell, St. Michael, second 
place; and Theresa Altman, St. Patrick, 
third place. 


Seventh ‘grade prize winners were 
Jason Kent, St. Rose of Lima, first place; 
Catherine Trimor, St. Michael, second 
place; and Alicia Sweatt, St. Michael, 
third place. 


Other schools participating in Marian 
High’s tenth annual math contest were 
Holy Spirit, Nazareth, Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, Our Lady’s, St. Charles, 
St. John of the Cross, St. Pius X, and St. 
Rita. 


Briefs: gifts for needy 


SAN DIEGO — Members of St. Rita’s 
Youth Group (photo above) spent part of 
their Dec. 9 meeting wrapping children’s 
Christmas gifts that will be distributed at 
a Dec. 21 Christmas party at the St. 
Vincent de Paul Shelter in the Travelator 
Hotel. 


The high school youth and. Taco Bell 
will host the party, said Patty Lawrence, 


photo by Veronica Garcia 


youth group director. Taco Bell will 
provide food for a Turkey dinner. St. 
Rita’s youth will serve the meal and bake 
cookies. The young people will also lead 
Christmas carols at the party. 

The children’s gifts were donated by 
St. Rita’s parishioners and_ youth, 
Lawrence said. Taco Bell will also 
provide gifts for the 15 and 30 children 
who usually reside at the shelter. 


NORTH PARK — Over $1,700 was 
contributed to the needy by St. Augustine 
High School Students in its annual 
Christmas drive. 

The school’s Spanish Club, moderated 
by Joyce de Jesus, collected money from 
all classes from Dec. 2 to 6. The school’s 
600 students contributed an average of 
$2.50 each to the drive, with some 
sections giving as much as $15 a member. 

‘We are very proud of the efforts of 


our students to help the needy,’’ said 
Augustinian Father John Pejza, principal 
of the all boys high school. ‘‘Their 
generosity in this drive shows a true 
Christian spirit of concern for the less 
fortunate.’’ 

The Spanish Club was to distribute 
food and clothing in Tijuana Dec. 19. A 
family recommended by the Salvation 
Army was also to be adopted for 
Christmas. 


We Three Kings 


‘We three kings of Orient are; 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain 
Following yonder star 


Refrain 
O star of wonder, star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to thy perfect light. 


Written by John Henry Hopkins 


The story of the three kings has 
fascinated people for ages. It contains an 
element similar to today’s high-budget 
flicks: a long search, high intrigue, an evil 
ruler, and even a special-effects star. But 
the story is far more than a two-hour 
Hollywood drama, for it tells of an event 
that would change our world forever. 


The Christmas journey of the magi is 
familiar to us both from St. Matthew’s 
Gospel and from the famous carol. But do 
we hear the challenges in its telling and 
retelling? 


Part of the story’s intrigue is supplied 
by the star mysteriously guiding the magi. 
Whatever this astronomical phenomenon 
may have been, it is clear that its light led 
the three searchers to the Son of God. 


From left: Jason Kent, Alicia Sweatt, Catherine Trimor. 


Yet even today, many are. still 
searching for God. Indeed, all of us could 
benefit by opening ourselves more 
completely to His love, His healing, and 
His message. 


Did you ever stop to think that the only 
‘star’? some people will see this 
Christmas is you? Their lives are clouded 
over with pain, confusion, or the 
unfairness of life. If God’s caring is to 
pierce their darkness, it will be because of 
your kindness, patience, or affection. On 
Christmas, each of us needs to ask: Who 
can I especially touch with the light of my 
love? 


The gifts borne by the magi represent 
another interesting part of the story. To 
this newborn king of human hearts, the 
magi offer gifts to symbolize their esteem 
and reverence. 


We too have many gifts to offer God. 
One special gift that we sometimes 
overlook is the gift of our future. 


As young people, you are faced with a 
decision regarding the work you will 
prepare yourself for as an adult. Our 
world today particularly needs people to 
enter professions that help others. And we 
need leaders to help guide the world 
toward economic and social systems that 
respond in a more human and caring 
manner to the world’s people. 


These professions may not bring the 
status or financial reward that our society 
glorifies, but such choices could be 
instrumental in extending the kingdom of 
the heart that the newborn Jesus rules. 

This Christmas, think about the gifts 
you have to offer now and for the future. 


The Christmas story renews and 
inspires us. To all my readers I wish a 
season filled with God’s presence and the 
peace that only He can give. 


Your comments are always welcome. Please 
address: Charlie Martin, 1218 S. Rotherwood 
Ave., Evansville, Ind. 47714. 


Youth inheritors of Vatican I! 


By Agostino Bono 
VATICAN CITY (NC) — Catholic 
youths should be the ‘‘most committed 
and enthusiastic inheritors’’ of the Second 
Vatican Council, Pope John Paul II said 
Decitt 


Youths have a key role in developing 
the relationship of the church to society 
now and in the future, he said at his 
weekly general audience. 


“The council grows in you. Become its 
most committed and _ enthusiastic 
inheritors,’’ the pope said. 


He said delegates to the Nov. 24-Dec. 8 
extraordinary Synod of Bishops 
emphasized the need for youths to 
become actively involved in the church. 


The pope called the extraordinary 
synod to analyze the teachings of the 
1962-65 council, 20 years after the council 
ended. 


The synod ended with strong 
support for the council’s openness to the 
modern world and the need for Catholics 
to renew their spiritual lives to face 
contemporary problems. 


A Catholic Coeducational Secondary School 
“Emphasis on Academic Foundation & College 
Preparatory Courses” 


OPEN HOUSE: 
Saturday, January 11, 12-3:00 p.m. 


PLACEMENT TEST: 
Saturday, January 18, 8:15 am. 
For Incoming Students 


1002 Eighteenth Street 
San Diego 
California 92154-1999 
(619) 423-2121 


Call Registrar for Preregistration 
Information 423-2121 
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PRESSURE WASHING. References 
‘and insurance, for free estimate 


Around the Diocese 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Dec. 22, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Bishop Leo T. Maher 
Christmas Mass 
Celebrant 


San Diego — Central — 


Tridentine Latin Mass, Sundays and holydays, 9 a.m., 
Holy Cross Chapel. Celebrant: Msgr. Tullio Andreatta. 
Confessions and rosary precede Mass. 

PATRONS, a Catholic organization for separated, divorced 
and widowed, meets second and fourth Sundays, 6 p.m., St. 
Therese Church hall. Group offers activities, companionship 
and support. Details: 292-8945 or 449-7155. 

Catholic Alumni Club, a diocesan-approved organization for 
single, college-educated Catholic men and women; group has 
social, religious, cultural, charitable and recreational activities. 
More: 295-7000 ext. 258. 

Sounds of Ireland may be heard Sat. afternoons, 3:30 p.m., 
on KMJC-91 (A.M.). Hosted by Dan Sorahan. Details: 
276-5974. 

Home-based living room retreats offered by Spiritual 
Ministry for Adults. Info: 279-9380. 

Single Again, Mission San Diego de Alcala, a support group 
for separated, divorced and widowed Catholics, meets every 
other Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., La Sala Auditorium, San Diego 
Mission. More: 280-9225. 

Cursillo singles, a group for those who were never married, 
separated, divorced or widowed, meets Tuesdays, 7:15 p.m., 
Cathedral Club. Call: 579-0995. 

The Golden Era will return to the Immaculata in February, 
1986. Details to come. 

Christmas candlelight meditation program, Dec. 21-22, 7:30 
p-m., Mission San Diego de Alcala. Featuring the San Diego 
Mission Choir. Info: 571-8793. 

Knights of Columbus, Cabrillo Council no. 2891, children’s 
Christmas party, Dec. 22, 2:30 p.m. Event includes clowns, a 
Disney movie, refreshments and a gift for each from Santa. 
Reservations: 278-5392 or 232-4024. 

Catholic Singles Club, Mass, Dec. 22, 9:30 a.m., 
Immaculate Conception Church, Old Town. Brunch follows. 
More: 281-0853. 


New Year’s Eve dinner/dance, Dec. 31, Holy Spirit parish 
hall. Social hour 7-8 p.m.; dinner 8-9 p.m.; dance to a D.J. 9 
p.m.-1 a.m. Hats, noisemakers and door prizes provided. 
Tickets: $10. Sponsored by the parish Holy Name Society. 
Reservations due by Dec. 27. Call: 264-6195. 


Legal Notices $35, PRE-PAID 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE 


CITY 


J & T CONSTRUCTION; brick, block, 
decorative walls & concrete work. 

5? pera specialist. Free 
estimate. 466-8442. TFN 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
diagnosis, 120/240 volt 
q installation. Custom wiring and 
'lighting. Low prices. No job too 
say small. Day or night — 7 days. 
222-1904. Call Robert TFN 


QUALITY EXTERIOR PAINTING & HOT 


FOR SALE: 16 c.f. Upright freezer. 
Excellent condition. $185. Call 
Polly 574-6393 or 272-1895. TFN 


call Erick 226-6275. TFN 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel radius of 15 miles to 
your home or hotel. Custom made 
to any size. Screer:s doors and 
solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs. 7 
days a week. Call 280-7360. TFN 


FOR SALE: Nearly new Gestetner 
offset printer and plate -maker.. 
Ask for Joan at 574-6393. TFN 


FOR COUPLES starting out two lamps, 
couch, leather chair with leather 
stool four chairs, kitchen table, 
$155.00, 4576 Winona Ave. 
Leave message at home studio 
456-1198, Bill. 12/19 


HOUSE PAINTING: 
Excellent references low, 
price. Call 260-8168. 


Inside/ Outside. 
low 
TFN 


CLASSIFIED ADS 
Ads Must Be Paid BEFORE Publication 


20 words or less $7.00, each additional word 35¢. 


Deadline: Friday noon prior to issue ad is to appear in. Published on Thursday. 
Mail to: Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138. 


CLASSIFICATION __ 


New Year’s Eve dinner/dance, Dec. 31, Blessed Sacrament 
parish hall. Music by ‘“The Weekenders’’ from 8:30 p.m.-12:30 
a.m. No host bar 6:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Featuring door prizes, 
noisemakers and more: Donation: $15 single; $25 couple. 
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. Info: 582-2184 or 
469-6330. 

Basic Catechist Course, begins Jan. 11 and continues for 
three Saturdays and then Thursday from 7 to 10 p.m. through 
March 27, St. Patrick parish, North Park. Info: 566-2672. 

Spring Forward V, Jan. 18, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., Camino 
Theater, U.S.D. Keynote speaker: Dr. Elinor Ford, president 
and publisher of Whilliam H. Sadlier, Inc. Cost: $4 before Jan. 
10; $5 after that date. Sponsored by the diocesan Office of 
Catechetical Ministry. More: 574-6311. 


San Diego — North 


Catholic Singles Club, Bible study with Fr. Burt Boudoin, 
Dec. 19, 7 p.m., Our Mother of Confidence parish hall, 
University City. Call: 695-9190. 

Christmas preparation retreat, Dec. 20-22, Mission San 
Luis Rey Retreat. More: 757-3659. 

Christmas dinner/dance, Dec. 21, 6:30 p.m.-midnight, St. 
Mary Magdalene parish hall. Dinner cost is $12.50. Sponsored 
by Knights of Columbus, Father Thomas B. Austin Council no. 
4958. Featuring live band, steak dinner and cash door prizes. 
Tickets: 695-2209, 277-6292 or 276-3725. 

Advents-Christmas music series, Dec. 22, 4 p.m., St. Brigid 
parish, Pacific Beach. The ceremony of the hanging of the 
greens to be presented. Details: 454-0278. 

Concelebrated Christmas Eve Mass, Dec. 24, 10 p.m., St. 
Brigid parish, Pacific Beach. The Mass in G Major by Franz 
Schubert sung by the parish choir with solo quartet. Info: 
454-0278. 

Catholic Singles Club, Bible study with Fr. Burt Boudoin, 
Dec. 26, 7 p.m., Our Mother of Confidence parish, University 
City. Call: 695-9190. 


Roving Mass, Dec. 29, 7:30 p.m., Resurrection parish, 
Escondido. More: 745-7197. 

New Year’s Eve dance, Dec. 31, 8 p.m.-1 a.m., St. James 
parish, Solana Beach. Music by Sophisticated Sounds. Cost: $6 
in advance; $7 at. the door. Sponsored by North American 
Conference of Separated and Divorced Catholics, St. James 
Chapter. Info: 753-4989 or 292-5065. 

Widows and widowers retreat, Jan. 3-5, Mission San Luis 
Rey Retreat. Call: 575-3659. 

Fatima devotions followed by Mass to pray for world peace, 
Jan. 4, 8 a.m., St. James Church, Solana Beach. 

American Lupus Society public forum, Jan 7, 6:30-8 p.m., 
Huntington Vista Retirement Hotel, 2041 W. Vista Way, 
Vista. Speakers: rheumatologists Dr. Ansari, Dr. Nolan and 


ZIP 


noon Friday. 


LEGALLY-BLIND USD grad student 
looking for room with Catholic 
family. Excellent references. Call 


THANK YOU St. Jude for favors 
received. Please continue to help 
me. | shall continue praying to 


you. DML 12/19 Mike Naugle, 226-7303. 12/19 


THANK YOU St. Jude for favors 
received | shall continue to pray 
to you. 
DMF. 12/19,1/9,16,23,30 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Flea bath for any dog 
$5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG'S WORLD, 3525 
30th St., San Diego, 260-8059; 
2869 Ridgeway Dr., National 
City, 267-2577. TFN 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and lunch and 


dinner parties. 284-8405. TFN 


Cost: 20 words or less $7.00, each additional word 35¢. Ads must be 
pre-paid. Legal Notices $35 pre-paid. Print or type your ad with 
name, address and phone number and send it to: Southern Cross 
Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138. Ad deadline is 


Dr. Magee, of U.S. Veteran’s Administration Hospital Pain 
Control Unit. Free. Info: 721-4415. 

Serenity for priests and deacons retreat, Jan. 20-23, 
Mission San Luis Rey Retreat. Call: 757-3659. 

Deaf and hearing impaired Mass and reconciliation service, 
Dec. 20, 7 p.m., St. Mary Magdalene parish. Details: 260-1019 
(voice) or 260-0375 (TDD). 


South Bay 


Perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Church of the 
Most Precious Blood, Chula Vista. For sign up, call 422-2100 or 
425-5578. ; 

Festival of Christmas, by Lamb’s Players Theatre, through 
Dec. 28, 500 Plaza Blvd., National City. Performed Tues.-Sat. 
at 8 p.m.; Sat. and Sun. matinees at 2 p.m. Tickets: 
Tues.-Thurs. evening $10; Fri. and Sat. evenings $12; Sat. 
matinees $10; Sun. matinees $12. Reservations: 474-4542. 

Ministers of the Eucharist training session, Feb. 8, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m., Church of the Most Precious Blood, Chula Vista. Fee: 
$10. Pastors approval required to enroll. Registration deadline: 
Jan. 18. Info: 293-3375. ; 


East County 


Parent effectiveness training, by Diana M. Greg, a licenced 
marriage, family and child psychotherapist. Two sessions: 
Mondays, Jan. 6-Feb 24, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Lauerman Hall, Our 
Lady of Grace parish, El Cajon; and Thursdays, Jan. 9-Feb. 27, 
6 p.m.-9 p.m., classroom 8, Our Lady of Grace, El Cajon. Cost: 
$25. More: 466-6463. 


Financing your college education, a ‘‘how to’’ presentation 
for ilth and 12th grade college-bound students and their 
parents, Jan. 14, 7 p.m., Manchester Auditorium, U.S.D. 
Free. Details: 260-4514. 


Imperial Valley 


Youth breakfast, Dec. 22, Our Lady of Guadalupe parish, 
Calexico. Menudo and tacos to be served. Info: 357-0491. 

Pre-New Year’s Dance for youth, Dec. 27, 7 p.m.-midnight, 
Our Lady of Guadalupe parish hall, Calexico. Donation: $5. 
Call: 357-0491. 

Christmas party for the handicapped and senior citizens, 
Dec, 29, after 10:30 a.m. Mass, Our Lady of Guadalupe parish, 
Calexico. Gift donations needed. More: 357-1822. 


Items for this column must be received in writing, on official 
stationery, by noon the Friday before publication on 
Thursday of the following week. We can not accept items via 
telephone. Mail to: Around the Diocese, Southern Cross, P.O. 
Box 81869, San Diego, Calif. 92138. 


BABY SITTER Reliable non-smoker, 
experienced and caring, wanted 
for infant in our home, full-time 


LIFE NEWSLETTER is a prolife voice for 
San Diego area. Pleasae help us 
fight abortion. 12 issues $5. 
Write us for sample. P.O. Box 
19429, S.D. 92119 re _ TFN 


look! 


(teachers’ hours) starting 
1/2/86 must have references. 
Call evenings, Tom or Kathy 
563-8696. 
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INTERNATIONAL JEWELERS we will, 
manufacture wedding rings, 
pendants, charmes, crosses. We 
carry the largest collection of 
gemstones in North County. Since 
1973 — parishioners — 542 
Stevens Ave., Solana Beach, CA 
481-0707. 12/19 


FREE PICK—UP and delivery and 
towing within reason Sparky's 
transmissions, 1015 ‘’G’’ Street, 
San Diego, Ca 92101. Sergio 


Chavez 234-8231. 12/19 
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Por el Sr. Obispo Gilberto E. Chavez 
Obispo Auxiliar de la Didcesis de San Diego 


Al celebrar la Navidad volvemos a recordar el 
nacimiento de Jestis, el Salvador, este gran 
acontecimiento que marca el inicio de la historia cristiana. 
La “‘Ilegada de la plenitud de los tiempos” (Gal. 4, 4) 
porque “‘tanto amé Dios al mundo que dié a su Hijo 
unico para que todo el que crea en El no perezca, sino que 
tenga vida eterna, Porque Dios no ha enviado a su Hijo 
para condenar al mundo, sino para que el mundo se salve 


por El.”’ (Jn. 3, 16) 


Es Dios que se hizo hombre, que se encarné y vino a 
tomar nuestra naturaleza humana y a compartir esa vida 
haciéndola suya, indentificdndose a ella en todo menos en 
el pecado. Y Cristo, que vino de parte del Padre para 
revelarnos al Padre, nos ensefia lo primero a amar porque 


el verdadero amor consiste en dar y Dios nos ha dado a su 
Hypo. 


EL NO HA venido como Santa Claus a darnos regalos 
pasajeros sino a darnos vida, gracia, alegria, paz y el 
anuncio de su Reino que supera el pecado y la muerte. El 
ha venido a distribuirnos sus dones y valores eternos para 
que los hagamos carne y vida nuestra. 


En este afio el temblor de la Ciudad de México, la 
erupcién del Volcan de Ruiz en Colombia, el huracdn 
que golped la Isla de Cuba cubrieron de luto, de 
sufrimiento y dolor a tantas familias que quedaron sin 


hogar y sin hijos y ante la desolacidn, la confusién, la” 


desesperacién y el sufrimiento, volvimos a tener la 
presencia de Dios y de su Reino por medio de hombres, 
mujeres y jdvenes sobresalientes y herdicos que brindaron 
su ayuda y su auxilio. 


La Televisisn de México, Miami, San Antonio y 
Nueva York lanzaron su llamada de cooperacién para dar 
vida, aliento y esperanza a los pueblos hundidos en la 
destruccién. Y gracias a estos medios de comunicacién se 
organizaron colectas especiales para ayudar a los 


-hermanos para que tuvieran lo necesario para su 
reconstrucci6n, para su alivio material como para su 
consuelo espiritual y tranquilidad social. 


NUESTRA NACION como muchas _naciones 
generosas de Latinoamérica, de Europa y de Oriente, 
solidarizindose con los pueblos heridos, enviaron 


La Navidad celebrada desde 


Por el Padre Domingo Rodriguez, S.T. 


Nuestros pueblitos de alld, de la tierra que dejamos 
atrds, eran muy diferentes a la gran ciudad. All4 habfa 


tiempo para vivir la vida, para disfrutarla, Acd, no sé, | 


como que nos atropella si no tenemos ciudado. 


Ah, claro, alla habfa mds necesidad, y ciertamente no 
tanta comodidad. La vida del pueblito dependfa de la 
Navidad y de la Fiesta Patronal para poder festejar en 
grande. : 


DURANTE EL resto del afio ‘‘no habfa mas na,”’ 
como decfa mi querido abuelo. Los paseos de los sdbados 
por la noche en la manzana de la calle principal y los 
cuchicheos y relajos en los bancos debajo de aquellos 
Arboles frondosos de la plaza publica, mataban la agonia 
del aburrimiento entre Navidad y la fiesta popular del 
Santo Patrén del pueblo. 


Hay una cierta sencillez, una actitud ingenua que solo 
pertenece a los pobres del pueblo chiquito. Ellos sf que 
saben celebrar la Navidad. Su gozo y su contento no 
depende del lujo o la comodidad que les pudiese agraciar, 
sino de la buena voluntad que la ocasién les motivaba a 
regalar. 


Aquellas Misas de Aguinaldo que despertaban el alba 
humeda con su insistencia del ‘“Toquen las panderetas, 
ruido y mds ruido, porque las profecfas ya se han 
cumplido,’’ no se pueden facilmente olvidar. 


EN AQUELLA Misa de Gallo no habia mucha gente 
de la alta alcurnia. No, solo gente sencilla del pueblo 
bueno que rehusaba dormitar. Habjan nifios y nifias 
pastores, con sus pantalones, chalecos y faldas de tafeta, 
con lentejuelas que brillaban como cucubanos 
trasnochados. 


Los angeles tampoco podfan faltar. Allf estaban 
galardonando sus alas incémodas, improvisadas de tul y 
de ganchos de ropa. Claro, y el retablo de la Misa de 
Medianoche no estaba completo sin el impertinente 
borrachito del pueblo que también era catdlico y venfa a 
celebrar. 


Esa siempre fue, a grandes rasgos, nuestra Navidad 
desde la pobreza. Existe una cadencia muy propia que 
habria que aclarar cuando aquf hablas de pobreza como 
tal. No, no nos referimos a la pobreza que se distingue por 
harapos y miseria. Mads bien, a aquella otra no tan 
conocida o popular que es la de las Bienaventuranzas, la de 
los pobres de espiritu, de la cual mds tarde, el mismo Jesus 
nos habria de hablar. 


NUESTRA FE siempre ha sido una fe rica, desde la 
pobreza. Nace de la sencillez y buena voluntad de un 
pueblo aleccionado por la tradicién y enriquecido por la 
practica religiosa. No se nos hace dificil creer y aceptar 
que el Hijo de Dios nacié pobre en un portal, tal y cual 
como lo hicieron aquellos primeros pastores que le 


vinieron a adorar. 


Aprendimos la doctrina cristiana y los complicados 
misterios de la fe precisamente a través de nuestras 
celebraciones pueblerinas, que sin darnos cuenta, nos 
enraizaban. en el mismo misterio de la vida, pasién, 
muerte y resurreccién del Cristo Salvador. Eso es 
conocer, llegar a celebrar la Navidad, desde la realidad 
pobre de un pueblo que vive la vida sin grandes 
complicaciones ni pretensiones. 


Nivel de informacién 
E] erudito y el estudioso que contempla y analiza la fe 
de nuestra gente, nos dirfa que existen tres niveles en la 
vida cristiana de nuestro pueblo. 


EL PRIMER. nivel, nos dirfa él, es el nivel de 
informacién. O sea, a este nivel, que es el mas basico o 
elemental, se conocen a manera popular los misterios de 
la fe. Todos han ofdo hablar de Jestis, de Maria y José y 
de muchos otros Santos. Se celebra con fiesta y 
“‘jolgorio’’ la Navidad, el nacimiento del Nifio Dios. Se 
participa también en el dolor del Viernes Santo, yendo a 
la procesién del Santo Entierro, aunque sea desde lejitos. 
O bien sea, escuchando por radio el muy conocido 
sermon de las Siete Palabras. Se conocen hechos y datos 
que no necesariamente influencian el diario vivir o 
cambian el comportamiento del pueblo. 


El segundo nivel, nos continuarfa explicando, es el 
nivel de formacién. Aqui la informacién recibida da lugar 
a unas prdacticas religiosas mds concretas y 
comprometedoras. Los creyentes a este nivel van a Misa, 
reciben los Sacramentos de vez en cuando y se identifican 
mayormente con la comunidad parroquial. Existe 
evidencia de que ‘“‘se es catélico.’’ 
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alimentos, ropa, medicinas, ayuda técnica y econdédmica, y 
apoyo moral. También gente pobre, humilde como rica 
de nuestra didcesis se apresuré a juntar donativos para 
aliviar el dolor, la angustia y la tristeza de nuestros 
hermanos. Y nuevamente nuestra gente hizo evidente la 
presencia de Dios. 


Dios ha permanecido entre nosotros y se encuentra 
muy especialmente en los profetas modernos que estan al 
servicio de su pueblo, que luchan por un mundo mejor y 
as{ tenemos en toda la nacidn los movimientos y las 
organizaciones de los hispanos-que por medio del III 
Encuentro de pastoral procuran y trabajan para que el 
mundo esté mas lleno de la presencia de Dios. 


Por esto en esta Navidad nuevamente los exhorto y los 
invito a que correspondamos con humildad, generosidad 
y con compromiso para que la alegrfa, felicidad y paz de 
Dios las encarnemos en nosotros y las hagamos parte de 
nuestra humanidad entera en nuestras familias, en 
nuestro ambiente y en nuestra sociedad. Que trabajemos 
para que los bienes sean mejor distribuidos y brille una 
mejor esperanza de vida entre los pobres — para que los 
huérfanos encuentren una familia que los acoja; para que 
nuestros indocumentados sean comprendidos y ayudados; 
para que nuestros inmigrantes y campesinos sean 
valorizados y respetados; para que en los hogares débiles, 
destruidos y carentes de amor pueda nuevamente nacer 
Jestis y cambie sus carencias, miserias y destruccién en 
una sdlida reconstruccién de fe, de sabiduria, de 
fortaleza, de esperanza y amor. 


QUE LA NAVIDAD marque hoy nuestra tarea a 
realizar para que continuemos con perseverancia 
compartiendo los dones que hemos recibido de Dios. Que 
la paz y la reconciliacidn sean posibles y la revelacion que 
tuvo lugar en Belén la repitamos nosotros — de palabra y 
de obra — hasta convertir la noche del mundo en Noche 
Buena — iluminada por la paz, por el perdén universal 
llevando la presencia de Dios a los hombres, mujeres y 
jovenes de buena voluntad. 


la pobreza 


Transformacién personal 

Finalmente, existe el nivel de transformacién que es el 
que identifica a aquel otro pequefio grupo de creyentes 
que se distinguen por su profundo compromiso cristiano. 
Estos, nos sefialarfa el experto, son los que informados y 
muy bien formados, han transformado su vida y su 
comportamiento de tal manera que, hoy por hoy, son los 
nuevos apéstoles seglares de la Iglesia. 


PERO, VOLVAMOS al tema de la Navidad desde la 
sencillez, desde la pobreza de espfritu que es nuestra 
mayor riqueza. Miremos desde cerca ahora la expresién 


de fe, analizando nosotros mismos los sfmbolos culturales 
que contrastan nuestra experiencia navidena. « 


El arbol de Navidad, por ejemplo, representa la 
opulencia. Es un 4rbol ricamente adornado con luces, 
bombillitas, brillo de guirnaldas y atestado de regalos que 
complementan su existencia. 


El pesebre o nacimiento, en contraste, solo se distingue 
por lo escueto de la misma historia. Unas figuritas de 
gente santa y sencilla que en postura de devocién, adoran 
al Nino Dios, reclinado en un establo. No necesariamente 
hay un montén de regalos al pie del pesebre. ;El tinico 
regalo es el del mismo Redentor! 


POR OTRO lado, se promueve la figura de Santa Cl6, 
(Santa Claus, por supuesto). Este es un personaje 
simpatico, gordiflén y muy dado a una risa contagiosa 
que se distingue por sus venados y su interminable ‘‘JO, 
JO, JO.”’ Su bolsa repleta de regalos y golosinas, no hay 
duda, le hacen personaje preferido. 


Pero estan también aquellos otros desconocidos que les 
llaman los Tres Reyes Magos. Estos, aunque 
supuestamente muy bien vestidos, son peregrinos que, en 
busqueda del Prometido Mesfas, se sacrifican en aras de 
un ideal. 


Verbo hecho carne 
En esta mezcla de culturas y en la competencia de sus 
simbolos, nos toca como fueblo fiel, celebrar la Navidad. 
Es cierto, lo importante es dejarnos impactar por el hecho 
ineludible que el Verbo se hizo carne y habitd entre nosotros. 


PERO ES cierto también, que ahora nos hemos 
mudado a la ciudad y que son muchos los cambios que 
han afectado nuestra manera de mirar y de tratar la vida. 
Pudiese ser que nuestra sencillez ha sido asfixiada por la 
malicia y dureza que tantas veces caracteriza la 
sobrevivencia y convivencia en la gran ciudad. Pudiese 
ser que la abundancia de los bienes materiales que con 
tanto sacrificio hemos ahi obtenido, sean obstdculo para 
ese compartir esponténeo de la amistad y la buena 
voluntad. jPudiese ser! 


Serfa entonces urgente recordar lo que de verdad hace 
falta para que haya Navidad. 


El autor, natural de Coamo, Puerto Rico, es sacerdote trinitario, 
parroco de San Juan Bautista, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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TV gets religion at Christmastime; 

gone are the crooks; banished, the crime; 
people who once hopped bed-to-bed 

now go to sleep with toys in their head. 


Characters on sitcoms no longer snipe 


and blondes are demure and not over-ripe; 


the malice on ‘‘Dallas’’ is now set aside 


and peace can be found in place of the pride. 


Where once there were pistols, choirs appear 
to wish all the viewers peace and good cheer. 


Greed is cast out along with the sneer 


so famous on shows produced by N. Lear. 


Michael the Angel (not Landon this week) 


is permitted to come on the TV to speak; 


the priest and the nuns on ‘‘Hell Town’’ slow down 
in order to let Heaven Town come around. 


Anthologies get in the same sort of mood 
while television rids itself of the rude 


by pushing off talk shows (all giggle and nudge) 
and setting aside the ‘‘People’s Court’’ judge. 


Al 


dntriniin tone Christmas in TV land nrcecsceoeces 


It’s a magical season to bring this about, 


By James Brieg 


T.V. Review 


to quiet the gunfire, to silence the lout, 
to pacify Hunter and bring out the best 
in families whining upon ‘‘Falcon Crest.’ 


How to explain it? What does it mean? 

How did it happen that all this was seen? 

It’s simple, my friends; please do not scoff; 

to achieve such a miracle, just turn your set off. 


You can beat the TV if you now and then lose it; 
Merry Christmas to all from the man who reviews it. 


Soap operas find a plot with a twist 


when nobody’s wife is illicitly kissed 
as families gather to celebrate Yule 
and even Mr. T stops hollering, ‘‘Fool!’’ 


On wrestling shows, the Hulk might seem weak 
for refusing to challenge the mean Iron Sheik. 
But weakness it’s not for the two grapplers nix 


any full nelsons til 12/26. 


A final Christmas season note: If you must watch the 
tube during these days of the Incarnation, be sure to catch 
‘“‘A Christmas Carol’’ with George C. Scott as Scrooge. It 
airs on CBS Dec. 22. The two-hour movie was first shown 
last holiday season. It is an excellent re-telling of the 
classic Dickens’ story and makes some very important 
points about contemporary America as well as Victorian 
England. 


‘Santa Claus: The Movie’ isn’t a classic 


By Cynthia Engel 
A good rule of thumb to keep in mind 
when making a movie is don’t set out to 
make a classic, let alone a Christmas 
classic. ‘‘Santa Claus: The Movie”’ (Tri- 
Star) tries so hard to be memorable that it 
soon becomes forgettable. 


The story starts with a confused episode 
relating how kindly Uncle Claus first 
comes to the North Pole to fulfill some 
vague prophecy of Gnomedom to become 
Santa Claus. 


IN TERMS of cinematography, this is 
a beautiful film. The scenes at the North 
Pole and in Santa’s workshop are story- 
book perfect. Little elves who run about 
making colorful wooden toys, are really 
adorable as they are all lined up in their 
little beds at night. Children and adults 
alike will love these sequences. 


David Huddleston makes a picture- 
book Santa — right out of a Thomas Nast 
cartoon. Dudley Moore seems to have 
found his niche in playing Patch, an 
in a moment of 
disillusionment leaves the workshop. to 
prove his worth in the world. 


It is at this point, midway through the 
picture, that the plot about an evil 20th- 
century toy manufacturer (John Lithgow) 
is introduced. The film immediately loses 
all its charm and becomes silly and 
boring. This was also about the time I 
noticed that children in the theater began 
to lose interest. 


AT THE risk of sounding like an -old 
Scrooge, I resent the infusion of religious 
symbols into a purely secular legend. 


Uncle Claus is led to the North Pole ina - 


blinding snowstorm, when a star appears 
in the sky and leads him to the home of 
the elves. 


After he arrives, a grand old Gnome 
arrives in a burst of light and tells him 
that he is the answer to the prophecy and 
that henceforth all people will know him 
as Santa Claus. Then as as he takes off in 
his sled for the first time, an instrumental 
chorus of ‘‘Joy to the world, the Lord has 
come”’ heralds his flight. 


There are a variety of other concepts 
that could have been substituted and I 
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don’t like the idea of implanting young 
minds with the image of the Christmas 
star leading the way to Santa’s workshop, 
or that he is the answer to a prophecy. 


SANTA CLAUS is a lovely myth but 
one that all children outgrow. Not so with 
the story of the nativity and the real 
Christmas star. The story of Santa Claus 
is neither a parallel for the events of the 
first Christmas nor a substitute for the 
Christ-child and it is wrong to make him 
one. 

However, all this aside, ‘‘Santa Claus: 
The Movie’’ just isn’t a good film and 
isn’t destined to become the Christmas 
classic it so desperately wants to be. 


The U.S. Catholic Conference 
classification is A-II — adults and 
adolescents. The Motion Picture 


Association of America rating is PG — 
parental guidance suggested. 


NC photos 
AT THE MOVIES — Santa Claus (right), 
played by David Huddleston, comforts 
Joe, a lonely street kid played by 
Christian Fitzpatrick, and tries to 
assure him that he can stop the evil 
B.Z. and restore Christmas for 
everyone. Dudley Moore co-stars in 
Santa Claus: The Movie, a Tri Star 
release. 
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224-1140. 


LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 


‘60 Minutes’ airs 
local segment 


SAN DIEGO — Father Joseph 
Carroll, director of the Saint Vincent 
de Paul Center, will be featured in a 
60 Minutes segment Dec. 22. The 
segment, taped last May, will deal 


Capsule movie review 

Spies Like Us (Warners) 

Chevy Chase and Dan Aykroyd once 
again have sought the lowest common 
denominator in a vain attempt to produce 
a laugh in this comic treatment of the in- 
ternational spy game. The plot, what little 
there is, is mindless and meandering. 
Because of vulgar language and 
gratuitous sexual innuendo, it has been 
classified O — morally offensive — by the 
U.S. Catholic Conference. The Motion 
Picture Association of America rating is 
PG — parental guidance suggested. 


with efforts to help the homeless in 
San Diego, including the new St. 
Vincent de Paul Center Emergency 


Facilities center, now. under 
construction, which will house 350 
people when completed. The 
program will air at 7 p.m. on KFMB- 
Channel 8. 


Catholic School of Evangelism 


Teaching is an informal atmosphere 
Relaxed and enjoyable! 


“IF YOU HAVE 
MET CHRIST... 
PROCLAIM HIM 
TO THE WORLD!” 


(POPE JOHN PAUL II) 


Charlie Osburn, a Catholic lay evangelist from the 
diocese of Pensacola, Florida and his team will be 
conducting two schools of evangelism in our diocese 
during the month of January. 


The school of evangelism is designed to renew each participant’s personal experience of Jesus Christ and to 
release the gifts of the Holy Spirit in their lives. The school trains participants in scripture and the 
Documents of Vatican II in a method to bring PEACE, POWER and the PRESENCE of JESUS, helping 
the parish to become a forgiven and a forgiving body of Christians...Texts to be used; ‘‘Vatican II 
documents’’ and ‘‘Reading Scripture As The Word of God’’ by George Martin. 


Schools of Evangelism 
* Select the ‘School” near your home / parish! 


Jan. 6-10 
St. Brigid’s Church 


4735 CASS ST., PACIFIC BEACH, SAN DIEGO, CA. 


The school(s) will consist 
of 5 days, 3 hours each 
day, Monday thru Friday. 
From 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 
p.m. No day sessions will 
be offered this year. No 
registration or fee is 
required. A love offering 
will be taken on the last 
day. 


Jan. 13-17 


Santa Sophia Church : : 
9800 SAN JUAN ST., SPRING VALLEY, CA Bring your bible 


Sponsored by the DIOCESAN CHARISMATIC RENEWAL CENTER, (619) 459-3255. 
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